
I Technical Papers 

Number 18II s September 1982 

RECOMMENDATIONSFROM REGIONALCONFERENCES AND SEMINARS 


ON CIVIL REGISTRATION AND VITAL STATISTICS 


International Institute for Vital Registration and Statistics 

9650 Rockville Pike 


Bethesda, Maryland 20814 

U.S.A. 




International Statistics 

Reference Center 


National Center For 

HeaIth Statistics 


FOREWARD 

Over the years, a number of meetings and conferences on civil registration and vital statistics have been held in different 
regions of the world under various sponsorships. Almost all of these conferences have resulted in recommendations for the 
improvement of different civil registration procedures and methods. This is a compilation of those recommendations 
classified under various subject headings, and indicate the range of subject matter coverage in those conferences. 

Although there are some regional differences in the problems, the basic problems in the developing countries are in- 
complete registration coverage and poor quality of collected information. The deterrents to improvement are inadequate fun- 
ding end the lack of understanding and appreciation by the public of the importance of civil registration. 



SUMMARY 


Over the past 25 years, a number of regional seminars on civil registration 

and vital statistics have been held. The purpose of this report is to bring to-

gether all the recommendations dealing with civil registration emanating from 

these seminars so that they may serve as background material for those concerned 

with strategies for the improvement of civil registration in the various regions 

of the world. 


The various seminars have posed questions and issues perceived by the parti- 
cipants to be the principal problems in their particular geographic region. How-
ever, many of the regions have similar problems and future prospects stemming 
from the same kind of conditions such as poverty, illiteracy, lack of legal and 
social need for civil registration, inadequate funding of civi 1 registration 
services, etc. Under these conditions, incomplete registration of vital events 
is inevitable. The hard core of the problems facing the various countries ap- 
pear to lie in the existing social and economic situation to which there are no 
simple solutions. .' 

The recommendations presented here are essentially unedited with one nota- 
ble exception. A1 l of the recommendations from the First Inter-American Seminar 
are in the form of  suggestions, but in this presentation, the prefatory phrase 
"To suggest that has been deleted. Also excluded are the preambles to the . . . I '  

resolutions. In many cases, reference to the original report will provide a 

fuller understanding of the issues and the problems at hand. 


The recommendations have been classified under the following subject head- 
i ngs: 

1. Legal provisions 

2. National and public interest 

3. Administrative organization 

4. Coordination 

5. Registration methods and procedures

6. Personnel 

7. Training

8. Facilities and equipment 

9. Needed research and study 

10. €valuation 

1 1 .  Needed improvements 

12. Priori ties 

13. Technical assistance 
14. Other recommendations 


Note: 	 Some of the recommendations are classi'fiable under more 

than one heading, but they have been included only once. 


t 

There are undoubtedly regional differehces in civi 1 '  registration practices 
and problems. On the other hand, there are tiany comrhon elements, the differ-
ences being a matter of degree. Therefore, the recommendations from one region 
may have appl icati in others. At any ei'it seems worthwhile to study the 
principal problems d recommendations 1 if'ferent regions to determine their 
appl icabi 1 ity to the region under conside'ration. 



The following regional seminars on civil registration and vital statistics 

practices are covered in this compendium: 


A. 	 First Inter-American Conference on Civil Registration, Santiago, Chile, 

1954. Organized by the Civil Registration and Identification Office, 

Chile, the Statistical Office o f  the United Nations, the United Nations 

Technical Assistance Administration, the World Health Organization and 

the lnsti tute of ,  InteqYAmerican Affairs. 


B. 	 African Semlnar'on Vita'i Statistics, Addis Ababa, 14-18 December 1964. 

Organized by the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, Bureau 

of Techn1cal Ass,!
_ .s$gn.qg,20Rptl o%gg,; ep,d :S 
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C. 	 Second ':I nter-Amey! can Con%ergncg-on+$lvJ2 

1964. ,Sponsored by the"Governryntr'of,.,f?e 

of Technical Assistance Operations, the 

Uni ted Nations, the Un i ted Nations Econo 

the United Nations Regional Center for Demographic Training and Research 

in Latin America, the Pan American Health Organisation, the Inter- 

American Statistical Institute, the inter-American Children's Institute 

and the Inter-American Civil Registration Association. 


D. 	 Seminar on Civil Registration and Vital Statistics for Asia and the Far 

East, Copenhagen, Denmark, 1968. Organized by the Economic Commission 

for Asia and the Far East in cooperation with the Government of Denmark, 

the Statistical Office of the United Nations and the United Nations 

Office o f  Technical Cooperation. 


E. 	 United Nations Working Group o n  Current Demographic Statistics, Bangkok, 

Thailand,9-14 June 1975. Organized by the United Nations Economic and 

Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific and the Statistical Office o f  

the United Nations. 


F. 	 Meeting- o n  Strategies for Improving Civi 1 Registration, Montevideo, 

Uruguay, 1977. Sponsored by the inter-American Children's Institute, 

the Pan American Health Organization, the Statistical Office of the 

United Nations, the U.S. National Center for Health Statistics and the 

U.S. Agency for International Development. 


H. 	 UDEAC Ad Hoc Commission on Civil Status, Libreville, Gabon, 1978. 

Sponsored by the Regional Center for Study o f  Population. 


1 .  	 OCAM Seminar on the Improvement of Civil Registration, St. Louis, 

Mauritius, 1979. Sponsored by the Organisation Commune Africaine et 

Mauricienne and the U.S. National Center for Health Statistics. 


J. 	 OCAM Seminar o n  Organisation of Organizers of Personnel Systems for 

Civil Registration. Cotonou, Benin, 26 May to 4 June, 1980. Organized 

by the Organisations Commune Africaine et Mauricienne. 


K. 	 Meeting o f  the Working Group on Civil Registration Systems and Vital 

Statistics Collection in Africa, Nairobi, Kenya, 1980. Organized by 

the United Nations Fund for Population Activities and the Economic 


'I Commission for  Africa. 
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L. 	 lberoamerican Conference on Strategies for Improvement of Civi 1 Regis-
tration and Vital Statistics Systems, Lima, Peru, 1980. Organized by 
the National Office of Statistics of Peru and the U . S .  National Center 
for Health Statistics. 

It is difficult to do justice to all the recommendations in a summary. How-

ever, an effort is made here to obtain a flavor of the recommendations which 

might be helpful to those interested in civil Fegistration problems. For the 

specific recommendations, reference should be made to the actual statements 

given in the body of this compilation. 


1. 	 Legal provisions 


There seems to be a general recognition of the need for a simple, sound and 

current legal basis to provide for uniform na.tiona1 registration of vital events. 

Registration fees and other obstacles to complete registration should not be 

requ i red. 


2. 	 National and public interest 


In most of the developing countries, there exists little or no incentive 
for individuals to register vital events. However, these countries have urgent 
need for vital statistics based on registration of vital events for national 
development planning and for study of social change. Civil registration should 
represent a felt need for the whole community, and should be an institution that 
is a part of the national process of development planning. €onscious support 
should be developed at top governmental levels for adequate staffing and funding 
of all activities leading to the improvement of  the civil registration system. 
Means must be developed to motivate the population to register vital events. 

3 .  	 Adiii n i strat i ve organization 

The administrative organization of a national civil registration system 

should be such that the direct responsibility for civil registration is in the 

hands of local agencies which is dependent upon a national agency for direction 

and supervision. Where this is not possible, the local agencies will have to be 

coordinated by the national office. The local registration offices should be 

readily accessible and services provided for the convenience of the population 

they serve. 


4. 	 Coordination 


Coordination between the civil registration services and other governmental 
activities, especially the civil identification services and the vital statis-
tics data processing system is necessary,- through some mechantsm like the 
National Committee on Vital and Health Statistics or similar bodles to promote 
technical cooperation between all the agencies concerned. Close cooperation 
between the civil registration officials and social service workers will be 
mutually beneficial in faci 1 i tating their tasks. I 

' t  ! " ,  ' , <  
5. 	 Registration methods and procedures ' ta 

The establ ished civi 1 *registrat,ionfmethods
and procedures determines to a 
large extent the efficiency of, thefsystem, and the provision o f  necessary safe- 
guards in the preservation of vital reco'rds. It is suggested that countries 
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h$a'ref I:t.L8cSiv t4 r~~reg i i s tc~a~ ionpracit ices w i t h  the d e f i n i t i o n s  and procedures 

e%ommandadsby Sake Uniited Nat iORS . 


t? ;The aeedt f o r  a competent corps o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n  personnel i s  s t ressed w i t h  
duaicahe gl'wen t o  the  s e l e c t i o n  o f  l oca l  r e g i s t r a r s  and p rov id ing  them w i t h  ade- 
quate compensation. " 

7. T ra in ing  

T ra in ing  programs should be conducted a t  var ious l e v e l s  on techn ica l  as w e l l  
as admin i s t ra t i ve  problems. There i s  need t o  know about the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be- 

b twee,n: .civ i  l reg.i s t r a t i  on ;and- v i  t a  l s t a t is.t i c s  in or,der . that  o iv4 l..~v-egi s t r a t i  on 
;serv ice  can discharge one of i t s  primary! responsibilil itS'es; ' .  ! % . : ; + j  'E,. 11.:. 

. @  *.'I):. !.!..: r:tc, ;,., 1': ~, , :; *:, . 3 .  : i . . . 9.: . . I .. 

8. F a c i l i t i e s  and equipment . s I I i.;i..' .. 

Mechanical t a b u l a t i n g  and computer equipment a re  essent ia l '  f o r  the prepara- 
t i o n  of d e t a i l e d  c ross- tabu la t ions  o f  data, and i n  the  r a p i d  p repara t ion  o f  
a lphabe t i ca l  indexes. However, they should no t  take  p r i o r i t y  over e f f o r t s  t o  
improve completeness o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  Considerat ion shou ld  be given. t o  measures 
to  reduce needs f o r  a r c h i v a l  space and for  ensur ing the  preserva t ion  o f  records. 

9. Needed research and study 

A program for t h e  improvement o f  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  serv ices i s  suggested. 
Impetus to c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  programs can be given by e s t a b l i s h i n g  demonstra- 
t i o n  areas. Matching s tud ies  a re  recommended f o r  t he  eva lua t i on  o f  the c i v i l  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  system complemented by fo l low-up i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t o  asce r ta in  t h e  
causes o f  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  I t  i s  a l s o  recommended t h a t  count r ies  
develop a method o f  asce r ta in ing  and c l a s s i f y i n g  causes o f  death repor ted by l ay  
and paramedical personnel. 

10. Eva lua t ion  

Evaluat ion of t h e  completeness o f  b i r t h  and death r e g i s t r a t i o n  and o f  t he  
q u a l i t y  of repor ted in fo rmat ion  i s  the p r i n c i p a l  problem i n  the  developing coun-
t r i e s .  A s a t i s f a c t o r y  d i r e c t  method of  determin ing r e g i s t r a t i o n  completeness, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  deaths, i s  needed. 

11. Needed improvements 
> 

Secure improvement i n  r e g i s t r a t i o n  completeness, accuracy and promptness of 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  through var ious means, i nc lud ing  a 5-year program o f  na t i ona l  a c t i o n .  

12. P r i o r i  t i e s  

P r i o r i t y  and spec ia l  importance should be at tached to  the  o rgan iza t i ona l ,  
techn ica l  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  aspects o f  the  system. A f t e r  t h i s  i n i t i a l  stage, 
cons idera t ion  should be g iven to  use of s t a t i s t i c a l  methods, such as sampling. 

I? view of the l i m i t e d  resources ava i l ab le ,  t he  goals should be such t h a t  
they are.at ta inab1e.  F i r s t  p r i o r i t y  should be g iven t o  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  b i r t h s  
andfdeaths;, : I 

1 



13. Technical ass is tance 

Suggestions are made fo r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  techn ica l  assistance. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS FROM REGIONAL CONFERENCES 

AND SEMINARS ON CIVIL REGISTRATION AND VITAL STATISTICS 


1 .  LEGAL P R O V I S I O N S  

A. F i r s t  Inter-American Conference on C i v i1 Registration 

The replacement o f  compulsory measures, which are de te r ren t  i n  e f f e c t ,  by 
measures o f  persuasion and encouragement such as allowances and increased f a c i l -  
i t i e s  which w i l l  lead uneducated persons t o  apprec iate the  advantages 0.f a pro- 
p e r l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  fami l y .  

The use of appropr ia te  measures t o  ensure t h a t  r e l i g i o u s  marriages and bap- 
t isms s h a l l  no t  be ce lebrated u n t i l  the  marriage o r  b i r t h  has been du ly  reg i s -  
t e red  i n  accordance w i t h  the law. 

Reg is t ra t i on  fees should be abol ished i n  order  t o  remove any poss ib le  
f i n a n c i a l  obs tac le  t o  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  

C. Second Inter-American ConTerence on CiviZ Registration 
. i  

Countries t h a t  a r e  w i thou t  modern l e g i s l a t i o n  on c i v i  1 r e g i s t r a t i o n  should 
review and amend t h e i r  laws i n  the  l i g h t  o f  the i n d i c a t i o n  and recommendations 
of the  present Seminar. 

S i m i l a r l y ,  the  c i v i  1 r e g i s t r a t i o n  serv ices must rev l se  and redef ine  t h e i r  
aims i n  accordance w i t h  the  funct ions they should per form as p a r t  of the modern 
o rgan iza t i on  o f  government, and w i t h  the  a c t i v i t i e s  they c a r r y  ou t  i n  cooperat ion 
w i t h  o the r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

I n  the  d iscuss ion o f  the l ega l  bases f o r  the c i v i l  r e g l s t r a t l o n  funct ion,  
t he  Seminar agreed on the  var ious elements t h a t  might u s e f u l l y  be Inc luded i n  
d r a f t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n .  [These p o i n t s  a re  l i s t e d  i n  the Appendix.] 

D. Seminar on C i v i l  Registration and V i t a l  Stutist ios for Asia and the Far East 

Recognizing t h a t  a r e g i s t r a t i o n  law app l i cab le  throughout the country  was a 
des i rab le  bas is  f o r  e f f e c t i v e  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  i t  i s  recommended t h a t  a un i -
f o r m  r e g i s t r a t i o n  law should be enacted wherever necessary. 

The law should p rov ide  for the  des ignat ion  o f  an appropr la te  a u t h o r i t y  w i t h  
s p e c i f i c  powers, du t i es  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  purposes of edmln l s te r i ng  the 
law, a proper keeping o f  records and c a r r y i n g  o u t  inspect lons f o r  ensur lng the 
smooth func t i on ing  o f  the system and s t a t i s t i c a l  repor t ing .  

As f a r  as poss ib le ,  the law should p rov ide  t h a t  no fee be charged for reg is -
t r a t i o n  o f  v i t a l  events, p a r t i c u l a r l y  b i r t h s  and deaths, and t h a t  a n o t i f i c a t i o n  
as proof o f  a reg i s te red  event shou’1.d be prov lded f r e e  o f  charge t o  the  informant. 

E. Working,Group on Current Demographic Stat is t ics  

Su i tab le  l e g i s l a t i o n  should be promulgated t o  ensure un i fo rm a p p l i c a t i o n  to  
the  e n t i r e  country where i t  was no t  Pin fo rce  o r  requ i red  rev l s ion .  Progress 
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could a l so  be made by r a t i o n a l i z i n g  e x i s t i n g  p rac t i ces  o r  by n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  sys- 

tern afresh. 


. ,  I 

F. Meeting on Stmtegies for  Improvi& Civil Registration 

Inadequate laws f o r  current !  process of .  change. Lack o f  egal un i  formi t y  i n  

coun t r i es  w i t h  a federa l  system o f  government. 


C; OCAM Conference on Civil Registration 

, S i m p l i f i c a t i o n  o r  re form o f  l ega l  codes governing c i v i l  reg s t r a t i o n  and 

the. forms used t o  c o l l e c t  data. 


H. UDEAC A d  Hoc Conmission 

Make s tud ies  o f  app l i ca t i ons  o f  regu la t i ons  and laws govern ng v i t a l  reg  5- 


t r a t  ion.  
 . I  

I. OCAM Seminar on the Improvement of Civil Registration 

Regulat ions governing v i  t a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  should be re-wr i  t t e n  t o  insure  pro- 

per  func t i on ing  o f  the improved v i t a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  system. Such r e - w r i t i n g  may 

be complete or  p a r t i a l  depending upon the l e v e l  o f  development o f  v i t a l  r e g i s t r a - 

t i o n  i n  the  s t a t e  concerned. These mod i f ied  *prov is ions  should no t  be promulgated 

u n t i l  a f t e r  the  planned changes have been, f u l l y  pre- tested.  


J. Wo-rking Group on CR/VS i n  A f r i c a  

T h e , c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  system should be based on a l e g a l  p r o v i s i o n  which 

def ines  the responsib i 1 i t i e s  o f  the  var ious agencies and persons p a r t i c i p a t i n g  

i n  the  a c t i v i t i e s  and ind i ca tes  how t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  should operate. Such a l ega l  

bas is  should ensure t h a t  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  data a re  processed, analysed and pub- 

l i shed.  Any r e v i s i o n  o,f the  e x i s t i n g  laws should be undertaken on ly  when the  new 

organ iza t i on  o f  t he  system has been s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  tested. 


A model law should be developed by i n t e r n a t i o n a l  agencies and organ iza t ions  

and made a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cons idera t ion  o f  coun t r i es  d r a f t i n g  n a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n s .  

Since the  French and Eng l ish  l ega l  systems d i f f e r  cons iderably ,  separate models 

may be needed f o r  French speaking and Eng l i sh  speaking count r ies .  -1 . t  i s  under- 

stood t h a t  both models w i l l  take account of the fundamental p r i n c i p l e s  governing 

t h e  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  system as de f ined b y ' t h e  Uni ted Nations. 


K. fieroarnerican Conference on Civi l  Registration and Vital  Stat is t ics  

An eshaust ive study should be c a r r i e d  o u t  on t h e  C i v i l  R e g i s t r a t i o n  Serv ice 
Law and i t s  regu la t i ons  i n  order  t o  determine t h e i r  e f fec t i veness .  Said Law and 
i t s  regu la t i ons  should inc lude s p e c i f i c  gu ide l ines  for the  o rgan iza t i on  and 
opera t i on  o f  the  Centra l  C i v i l  R e g i s t r a t i o n  O f f i ce  and i t s  branch o f f i ces ,  in -
c l u d i n g  f i e l d  personnel i n  the  case o f  c e n t r a l i z e d  serv ices.  Whatever the  sys- 
tem adopted, t he re  should be one law governing na t i ona l  serv ices.  , 

I n  each country, an i n t e r - d i s c i p l i n a r y  group should be s e t  up t o  study new 
C i v i l  R e g i s t r a t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  and t o  s e l e c t  new ways o f  o rgan iz ing  and opera t i ng  

ihhie servilce;, so(-.that i t  completely f u l f i  11s the  lega l ,  s t a t i s t i c a l  and co l labora-  
tlve,Rur+mses .and invested w i t h  modern doc t r i ne .  
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A study of national laws on statistics should be carried out in order to 
determine whether such legislation includes the vital statistics service, its 
structure and functions. The laws should incorporate these services. Should 
this study show civil registration laws to be deficient or insufficient to guaran-
tee the proper operation of a national service, the necessary modifications of 
said laws should be promoted. 

As far as possible, legislation on civil registration should be contained in 

a single text, organic in character and national in scope. In those countries 

with a federal structure, such legislation should, at least, have provincial or 

state scope, and be as similar as local conditions permit. 


Without interfering with the above, efforts should be made to establish ade- 

quate rules for the organization and operation of the system in order to support 

administrative action as well as to ensure uniformity of operation. 


Actual documentation should be checked both in regard to design and content, 
in order to achieve simplification. It should be kept in mind that the informa- 
tion in each document be determined by its objective and that eventually the ser-
vice might be automated. 

The Organic Law governing civil registration should include a clause esta- 
blishing the nature, amount and characteristics of the collaboration with the 
Civil Registry. This is to be determined by the consensus of the agencies con-
ce rned . 

Legislation should authorize other public officials, as an important part 
of their public functions, to perform registration functlons where a formal ser-
vice is not available. The type of officials should be selected carefully and 
their work clearly defined in accordance with the conditions i n  each country.\ 

Any legal or regulatory device which restricts an individual's access to. 

registration must be removed, as well as all classifications considered by the 

population as negative or stigmatizing (illegitimacy, illiteracy, race,-etc.). 


Without interfering with the prevailing procedures regarding correction and 
clarification of certificates, the possibility should be considered of introduc-
ing an administrative procedure facilitating the public's access to records with-
out defects or errors. At all events, the kind of error that can be corrected 
by this means should be determined. 

Revision of the regulations regarding the users of the Civil Registry for 
registration of births and deaths. This should be carried out with a vlew to 
increasing the number of users and determining their order o f  prior1 ty. 

The necessary formulas should be incorporated into leglslation to regularize 

names, the most important attributes of individuals in order to avoid unjusti-

f i ed discrimination. 


2.  NATIONAL AND PUBLIC INTEREST 

A .  F i r s t  I n t e r - A m e & x m  Conference on CdviZ Registration 

Governments should give special attention to civi 1 registration services 

and furnish them with the funds and, staff necessary to enable them to accomplish 
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t h e i r  s o c i a l  functi*on'and t h e i r  f u n c t i o n  as an a u x i l i a r y  o f  o ther  na t i ona l  
agencies .J 3 . I 

1.1 ~ ~ t i i J ,  i , , - > , c  , . I j 8  

&.tr;u(S~uon&Inte-&AmeP$can Conference on Civi2 Registration
in 1101 1 1  i!)f.8r , t 


The j u r i d i c a l  f unc t i on  o f  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i s  as important as ever. A t  

th8 same time, the s t a t i s t i c a l  f u n c t i o n  i s  a l s o  of great  importance because o f  


ri'the9datal furn ished f o r  development p lann ing  and the study o f  soc ia l  change. To 
f a c i l i t a t e  the l  f u l l  performance o f  bo th  these funct ions,  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
should represent a f e l t  need f o r  the  whole community, and should be an i n s t i t u -
t i o n  t h a t  forms p a r t  o f  the na t i ona l  process o f  development planning. 

,-..E., (Working Group on Current Demographic .Statist ics 
. .  . . ,  . ..; I ~ . ' ,, f I :.. 

To obv ia te  the  general apathy o f  t he  p.ub1 i c  -as we1 l . .as  o'f governmen:t'a'li:'organ-
i za t i ons  towards the  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  system, i t  i s  necessary t o  evolve ways 

~ and means o f  e f f e c t i v e l y  mo t i va t i ng  them towards .achieving:a sound c i ' v i l  r e g i s -
t r a t i o n  system. Extensive p u b l i c i t y  through a l l  modes o f  communication such as ' 

rad io ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  cinema, books and pamphlets and o,ther audio-v isual  media was. 
considered h e l p f u l .  

F. Meeting on Strategies for Improving Civi2 Registration 

A t  present, c i v i  1 r e g i s t r a t i o n  serv ices  i n  L a t i n  America undergo techn ica l  
and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  de f i c ienc ies  and l a c k  adequate f inancing; i t s  personnel; w i t h  
few exceptions, lacks the requ i red  experience; i n  general, governments do no t  
recognize the  s i g n i f i c a n t  importance o f  t h e i r  funct ions.  

I t  i s  recognized t h a t  the modern izat ion o f  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i c n  se rv i ces ,  
through a reform of  i t s  machinery, w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  i n  a d i r e c t  and meaningful 
way t o  support na t i ona l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and thus w i l l  increase the p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of 
count r ies  to  c a r r y  on t h e i r  development process by themselves. 

I n  most count r ies ,  l i t t l e  or  no i ncen t i ves  e x i s t  f o r  persons to  r e g i s t e r  

v i  t a l  events. 


To pub1 i c i z e  the  a c t i v i t i e s  of, c i v i  1 r e g i s t r a t i o n  serv ices w i t h  the  purpose 
o f  a f f i r m i n g  i t s  importance^ and encouraging i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  r e g i s t e r  v i t a l  events. 

To develop conscious support f o r  a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  leading to  the improvement 

o f  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  system a t  top government l eve l s .  


G. OCAM Conference on Civil  Registragon 

P u t t i n g  i n t o  opera t ion  a s t ra tegy  t o  mot iva te  the  popu la t ion  t o  r e g i s t e r  

v i  t a l  events. 


H .  UDEAC Ad Hoc Comission 

Promote awareness on the  p a r t  o f  n a t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  the c i v i l  r e g i s t r a -
t ion  problem. 

I .  OCAM Serr$nur on the Improvement of Civi l  Registration 
' ?*I 1 8 7  

i i i The States shou'ld deve.lop d i v e r s i f i e d  programs o f  s e n s i t i z a t i o n  and l i t  

I 



motivation addressed to the key personnel of the country and to their urban and 

rural populations taking into account to the extent possible local customs and 

tradi tions . 

J. Working Group on CR/VS i n  Africa 

, Sufficient national resources should be mobilized to enable the implementa- 
tion of projects for improvement and expansion of civil registration systems. 


K .  Iberoamerican Conference on CR/VS 

Motivation of the public is essential. It is not enough that people are 

informed. They should recognize the importance of registration and its social 

value. This, aside from appropriate publicity, requires a favorable attitude of 

officials seeking to avoid a routine, dehumanizing relationship with the public, 

through permanent supervision, encouragement, and appreciation of their work. 


Financing of registration services should be the responsibility of the 

State, with guarantee of sufficient economic support without expense to the 

pub1 ic. 


3. ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION 


A .  F i r s t  Inter-American Conference on C i v i Z  Registration 

Civi registration should be the responsibility of local agencies direct Y 

dependent on a national office which can supervise, inspect and unlfy the civ 1 

registration system and promote its efficiency to the end that it satisfies 

both legal and statistica1,needs. If it is not feasible to organize the civil 

registration system on these lines, the local agencies should at least be coor- 

dinated with the national office. 


The civi 1 registration services should be the responsibil Ity of officials 
appointed principally for that purpose provided that, where such arrangements 
are not feasible, responsibility for registration may be assigned to other 
authorities or persons, with a view to ensuring maximum posslble registration of 
vi tal events. 

Civil registration officials should enjoy security of  tenure. 

Registration offices should be established in adequate numbers and in 

easily accessible places. 


C. Second IntepAmerican Conference on C i v i Z  Registration 

The dynamic development process which is taking place in the Latin American 
countries requires that the State must reorganize and coordinate the activities 
of all its institutions, establish their aims, make it clear what their functions 
should be, provide the means to carry out those functions. The advances made in 
administrative techniques make it necessary tha.t.,each government insti tution 
should organize and carry out its activities in accordance with modern planning 
principles, so as to make the best use of the resources available and obtain 
more fruitful results in its own field of operation. 

I 
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-Bw As1 regards c i v i ' l  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  the f i r s t  s tep  i s  to redef ine  i t s  a im i n  
4 i!n'eGwi.th the func t ions  i t  must perform, described i n  e a r l i e r  paragraphs. Th is  
r e d e f i n i t i o n  o f  aims should cover the a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  the  c i v i  1 r e g i s t r a t i o n  
serv ice  must c a r r y  o u t  i n  c lose  cooperation w i t h  o the r  S ta te  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

Once the  aims o f  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  have been determined, i n  l i n e  w i t h  the  
count ry 's  general economic and soc ia l  development ta rge ts ,  t he  serv ice  w i l l  have 
to be reorganized so t h a t  i t  can e f f e c t i v e l y  ca r ry  o u t  i t s  funct ions.  The Sem- 
i na r  recognized t h a t  f o r  t h i s  purpose i t  was urgent t h a t  the c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
serv ice  should adopt the p lanning techniques r e f e r r e d  to, and f o r m  p a r t  o f  the  
na t iona l  development programme. The p lann ing  o f  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  
cannot be an independent process, s ince o t h e r  r e l a t e d  sec tors  must a l s o  be i n -  
voJved i n  the  same a c t i v i t i e s .  consequently, machinery for the  coo rd ina t i on  o f  
the serv ice  w i t h  these sectors  i s  essen t ia l .  

With respect to  the  techn ica l  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  fea tures  t h a t  t he  body 
responsible for c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  should have, t he  Seminar agreed t h a t  no stan-
dard ru les  could be recommended, s ince  the d i f f e r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
systems of the  var ious count r ies  would have to be taken i n t o  account. However?, 
i t  was considered t h a t  there  were c e r t a i n  c r i t e r i a  t h a t  could be genera l l y  
appl ied,  and the  Seminar considered t h a t  t he  most important of these were: 

The c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  serv ice  should operate a t  t he  h ighes t  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l eve l ,  i n  accordance w i t h  the s i t u a t i o n  and p o l i t i c a l  
and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  o rgan iza t ion  o f  each country ,  i n  o rder  t o  ensure a 
proper techn ica l  opera t ion  t h a t  excludes a c t i v i t i e s  and in f luences 
ou ts ide  i t s  t r u e  sphere o f  ac t ion .  3 

There should be a cen t ra l i zed  o rgan iza t i on  i f  poss ib le ,  and, if 
not, a t  l e a s t  a superv isory bo'dy t o  l a y  down standard r u l e s  and 
coord inate the work. 

The n a t i o n a l  o r  reg ional  serv ices should be organized w i t h  an 

appropr ia te  h ierarchy,  and w i t h  separate sect ions deal i n g  w i t h  -

j u r i d i c a l ,  admin i s t ra t i ve ,  budgetary and i n t e r - i n s t i t u t i o n a l  ques- 

t ions ,  among o thers .  


The s t a f f  should be assured o f  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  career, i n  the  
hope t h a t  sen io r  o f f i c i a l s  and those a c t i n g  as ch ie fs  o f  o f f * i ces  
would be profess ionals ,  o r  a t  least ,  if t h a t  i s  no t  poss ib le ,  
persons f i t  t o  undertake the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  the  post .  

A c e n t r a l  and l o c a l  archives should be organized, i n  the  l i g h t  
o f  the re levan t  recommendations o f  the  F i  r s t  Inter-American Seminar 
on C i v i l  Reg is t ra t i on .  . 

The o f f i c e s  should be easy o f  access, t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i a l  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n  should be c l e a r l y  defined, and the  o f f i c e  hours should be 
s u i t e d  t o  the  needs of the  populat ion, a t  l oca l  o f f i c e s ,  and should 
prov ide for  se rv i ce  on hol idays.  

Wherever poss ib le ,  mechanized procedures should be adopted f o r  

doing the  work. 
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F. Meeting on Strategies for Improving Civi l  Registration 

L i t t l e  o r  no c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  i n  many coun t r i es  w i t h  a u n i t a r y  system o f  
government. 

Def ic ienc ies  i n  many count r ies  w i t h  c e n t r a l i z e d  systems. 

In count r ies  where two i n s t i t u t i o n s  a re  i n  charge o f  record ing  v i t a l  events, 
there i s  no q u a n t i t a t i v e  consistency between them. 

I n  most count r ies ,  t he  poor admin i s t ra t i ve  o rgan iza t i on  o f  v i t a l  r e g i s t r a -
t i o n  services i s  no t  ab le  t o  secure r e l i a b l e  and t ime ly  records. 

I n  some count r ies ,  o f f i c i a l s  responsib le  f o r  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  belong t o  
two o r  more organ iza t ions .  

To promote, where i t  does no t  e x i s t ,  t h e  es tab l  shment o f  .a nat iona organ-
i z a t i o n  center ing  and coord ina t ing  the a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a l l  l o c a l  r e g i s t r a t  on 
o f f i c e s .  

G. OCAM Conference on .Civil Registration 

Creat ion o f  na t i ona l  centers o f  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  

I .  OCAM Seminar on the Improvement of Civi l  Registration 

States which have n o t  y e t  estab l ished a Nat iona l  Commission on V i t a l  Regis-
t r a t i o n  should do so a t  the  e a r l i e s t  f e a s i b l e  t i m e .  Th is  Nat ional  Commission 
should have as i t s  f i r s t  order  task thees tab l i shmen t  o f  a Nat ional  Center o r  
Nat ional  D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  V i t a l  Reg is t ra t i on  having the  f o l l o w i n g  bas ic  responsi-
b i l i t i e s :  

To dev ise a f u l l  system o f  v i t a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  the  

connections and re la t i onsh ips  among the  na t i ona l  and reg ional  

branches and organisms. 


To organize and d i r e c t ,  according t o  the  n a t i o n a l  p lan  and 

a lso  a t  t he  reg iona l  l eve l ,  a l l  the techn ica l  and a d m i n l r t r a t i v e  

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the  system: the  c rea t i on  and establ lshmant of new 

centers, t h e  r e c r u i t i n g  of personnel, e f f e c t i v e  personnel manage-

ment, t he  s e n s i t i z a t i o n  and mot iva t ion  o f  the general populat ion,  

the c o l l e c t i o n  of the  returns,  d isseminat ion o f  p e r t l n e n t  summary 

in format ion,  maintenance o f  l i a i s o n  w i t h  the agencies hevlng 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  ana lys is  of the re tu rns  and f o r  other uses o f  

them. 


To c e n t r a l i z e  and con t ro l  ( i n c l u d i n g  admin i s t ra t i ve ,  lega l  

and s t a t i s t i c a l  c o n t r o l )  the returns reg i s te red  from the stand-

po in t  o f  t h e i r  processing, maintenance and preserva t ion .  


J. Working Group on CR/VS i n  Africa 

The des ignat ion  o f  the  appropr ia te m i n i s t r y  t o  which the c l v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
system should be at tached depends on l oca l  cond i t i ons  and e s p e c i a l l y  on the 
p o l i t i c a l  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e . o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  the country .  However, i t  must a l s o  
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be gulded by the  a u t h o r i t y  and capaci ty  of the  p a r t i c u l a r  m i n i s t r y  or department 
t o  run and c o n t r o l  t he  system throughout the  country .  

1 ,  I . 1  11'8 

., A cen t ra l  agency (Nat ional  C i v i l  R e g i s t r a t i o n  Of f i ce  or Reg is t ra r  General 's 
Department) responsib le  f o r  o rgan iz ing  and managing the  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the c i v i l  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  system a t  the na t i ona l  and reg iona l  l e v e l s  should be es tab l i shed 
or strengthened where i t  a l ready ex i s t s ,  w i t h i n  the  m i n i s t r y  under which the  
system i s  placed. 

K .  Iberoamerican Conference on CR/VS 

C i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  func t ions  should be managed by a s i n g l e  agency w i t h  i t 5  
own s t r u c t u r e  and organ iza t ion .  I t  should a l s o  have a v a i l a b l e  s u f f i c i e n t  re-
sources and the necessary powers t o  a t t a i n  t h e  ob jec t i ves  assigned t o  i t  by law. 
This cen t ra l  body hav ing  techn ica l  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  funct ions w i l l  govern 
branch o f f i c e s  i n  such number and loca t i on  as t o  ensure t o t a l  coverage o f  t he  
popu la t ion  and t e r r i t o r y .  In  countc ies w i t h  a federated s t ruc tu re ,  a s i m i l a r  
o rgan iza t ion  should be s e t  up a t  p r o v i n c i a l  or s t a t e  l eve l  as w e l l  as a coor- 
d i n a t i n g  body a t  the  na t i ona l  l eve l .  

4. COORDINATION 

A .  First Inter-American Conference on C i v i 2 Registration 

The need for  ensur ing .the e f f i c i e n t  operat ion,  or, as the  case may be, t he  

establ ishment o f  na t i ona l  v i t a l  and hea l th  s t a t i s t i c s  committees or s i m i l a r  

bodies to promote techn ica l  .cooperation between a l l  the..agencies concerned. 


' I  

The need for improved coord ina t ion  o f  the  work o f  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  

o f f i c e s  and s i m i l a r  serv ices  working i n  the  same geographical area and se rv ing  

the  same populat ion.  


I t  i s  necesgary and adv isable f o r  Governments t o  promote coord ina t ion  be- 

tween d i f f e r e n t  bodies :forming p a r t  of a s i n g l e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  system. . 


The a d v i s a b i l i t y  o f  i n s t i t u t i n g  the c loses t  poss ib le  coord ina t ion  of the  
c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and c i v i l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  serv ices.  

The establ ishment, or the extension, where they a l ready  e x i s t ,  o f  s o c i a l  
serv ices and c lose  cooperat ion by c i v i  1 r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c i a l s  w i t h  soc ia l  ser-
v i ce  workers ( v i s i t o r s ,  ass is tan ts ,  welfare workers and so on) and w i t h  o t h e r  
organizat ions,  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e i r  task i n  t h i s  f i e l d .  

C. Second InteeAmerican Conference on C i v i l  Registration 

The Seminar considered t h a t  the  na t i ona l  committees on v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s ,  
whose establ ishment was recommended by the World Hea l th  Organizat ion i n  1950, 
and endorsed by o t h e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  meetings such as the  F i r s t  Inter-American 
Seminar on C i v i  1 R e g i s t r a t i o n  (1954), t he  T h i r d  Inter-American S t a t i s t i c a l  Con- 
ference (1955) and the  V i  t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  Sub-Commi t t e e  o f  the  Inter-American 
S t a t i s t i c a l  I n s t i t u t e ' s  Committee on Improvement o f  Nat ional  S t a t i s t i c s  (COINS) , 
could p lay  an impor tant  r o l e  under s u i t a b l e  ope ra t i ng  cond i t ions .  

I !  ,, 
Although the  n a t i o n a l  committees, w i t h  few exceptions, have no t  played an 

&bive* tandl  use fu l  p a r t  i n  the  pas t  ten years, i n  a few cases the p r o v i n c i a l ,  
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State, or  even l o c a l  committees have been ab le  t o  perform usefu l  coord ina t ing  
funct ions w i t h  f r u i t f u l  r e s u l t s .  This shows, f i r s t l y ,  t he  need t o  experiment 
more w i t h  the d i f f e r e n t  methods o f  o rgan iza t i on  and opera t ion  t h a t  these commit- 
tees could use, and, secondly, t h a t  g iven the  r i g h t  cond i t i ons  these committees 
can be very useful bodies. 

D. Seminar on Civil Registration a d . V i t a l  S tat is t ics  fo r  Asia and the Far East 

The Seminar emphasized the  need, w i t h i n  count r ies ,  f o r  i n t e g r a t i o n  and coor- 
d i n a t i o n  between the  var ious p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  agencies us ing and producing 
data, so t h a t  there  might be a u n i f o r m i t y  o f  concepts, d e f i n i t i o n s ,  c l a s s i f i c a -
t i o n s  and tabu la t i ons  to be adopted by the  var ious users and producers of data 
i n  the  re la ted  f i e l d .  I t  therefore recommended t h a t  coun t r i es  set up na t i ona l  
committees on which d i f f e r e n t  inteEests would be represented. 

Recognizing the  importance o f  developing a sound system o f  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a -
t i o n  and v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s ,  the Seminar recommended t h a t  the ECAFE s e c r e t a r i a t  
should i n t e n s i f y  the  e f f o r t s  and coord inate the  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the spec ia l i zed  
agencies i n  promoting the  establ ishment and maintenance o f  adequate na t i ona l  
systems o f  v i t a l  records. and s t a t i s t i c s .  

E. Working Group on Current Demographic Si3atistics 

The c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  system should invo lve  the  a c t i v e  cooperation o f  hos-
p i t a l s ,  hea l th  centres,  and medical and para-medical personnel i n  the r e g i s t r a -  
t i o n  of b i r t h s  and deaths and p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  improving data on the causes o f  
death. 

I n  the  contex t  o f  promoting e f f e c t i v e  coo rd ina t i on  and dissemination o f  
knowledge regard ing the s ta tus  o f  the c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  system a t  the na t i ona l  
l eve l ,  i t  was considered advantageous t o  e s t a b l i s h  a na t i ona l  committee on c i v i l  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  and v i  t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  composed of agencies responsib le  for r e g i s t r a -
t i o n ,  c o l l e c t i o n ,  t abu la t i on ,  ana lys is  and d isseminat ion o f  c i v i l  r e g l s t r a t i o n  
matters and v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  i n  the  country. 

Experience shows t h a t  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for r e g i s t r a t i o n  rested w i t h  o f f i -  
c i a l s  drawn f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  departments according t o  l o c a l  convenience obta ined 
i n  several count r ies .  I n  such cases, a s u i t a b l e  mechanism should be evolved to 
main ta in  s t r i c t  superv is ion  over those o f f i c i a l s  through the formation of i n t e r -
departmental coo rd ina t i on  committees. 

F .  Meeting on S&rategies for Improving Civi l  Registration 

To search for methods f o r  promoting a b e t t e r  understanding between c iv i .1  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c e s  and o f f i c e s  responsib le  f o r  t he  prepara t ion  o f  v i t a l  sta-
t i s t i c s  w i t h  the purpose o f  improving the l a t t e r .  

To promote .the o rgan iza t i on  of meetings for t he  improvement o f  c i v i l  r eg i s -
t r a t i o n  and p e r t i n e n t  s t a t i s t i c s .  

I. OCAM Seminar on the Improvement of CiviZ Registration 

l n v i  tes CEA (Economic Commiession .for A f r i c a )  and V l S T l M  ( V I  t a l  S i a t i s t i c s  
IMprovement P ro jec t  o f  the 5U.S. Nabional Center f o r  Heal th  S t a t i s t i c s )  to coor-
d ina te  t h e i r  ac t ions  i n  order  bo avoid wastefu l  d i s s i p a t i o n  o f  e f f o r t s .  To t h i s  
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end the two organ iza t ions  might j o i n t l y  organize one s i n g l e  conference or ,  
a l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  ho ld  two separate j o i n t  conferences on d i f f e r e n t  themes. 

J.-' Workbag Group on CR/VS in Africa 

Under the  cond i t ions  of most A f r i c a n  count r ies ,  i t  i s  necessary t o  ensure 
the  cooperation o f  several m i n i s t r i e s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  o rder  t o  e s t a b l i s h  an 
e f f i c i e n t  and v i a b l e  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  system. I n  t h i s  connection, a n a t i o n a l  
c i v i  1 r e g i s t r a t i o n  committee or commission comprising o f  representa t ives  o f  the  
var ious m i n i s t r i e s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  concerned should be s e t  up t o  f a c i l i t a t e  the  
cooperation o f  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and t o  de f i ne  measures t o  ensure the.smooth running of 
t he  system. Subcommittees such as a techn ica l  subcommittee, a t r a i n i n g  sub- 
committee and a communications subcommittee could a l s o  be es tab l i shed under the  
na t i ona l  committee to deal w i t h  s p e c i f i c  questi-ons. 

5. REGISTRATION METHODS AND PROCEDURES 

A. . F i r s t  Inter-Amerkzn Conference on C i v i l  Regis&raCion 

C i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  r e g i s t e r s  or  records should be kept  i n  dup l i ca te ,  one 
copy being re ta ined  i n  the  custody o f  the  o f f i c e  responsib le  f o r  the l a rges t  
geographical area feas ib le  and the  o the r  i n  the  custody o f  the  o f f i c e  responsib le  
for  the smal lest  geographical area p r a c t i c a b l e  hav ing regard t o  the  p o l i t i c a l  
and geographical d i v i s i o n  o f  the  country. 

c 


The need f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a permanent r e l a t i o n s h i p  between h o s p i t a l  and 
r e l a t e d  serv ices on the  one hand, and the  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f f i ces  on the  
o the r  hand, s ince  p a r t i c u l a r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  b i r t h s ,  deaths, and foe ta l  deaths are, 
i n  many cases, obta ined from phys ic ians and midwives, matern i ty  homes and hospi -  

' I ,  ,t a l s .  

I t  i s  des i rab le  t h a t  each country  should compare i t s  usual p rac t i ces  i n  t h e  
mat ter  o f  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  w i th .  the  d e f i n i t i o n s  and procedures recommended by 
the  Uni ted Nations; i f  d i f f e rences  are observed, the  competent Uni ted Nations 
organs should be consulted, and i f  a count ry 's  l ega l  d e f i n i t i o n s  cannot be 
adapted t o  the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d e f i n i t i o n s ,  the  d e f i n i t i o n s  suggested , i n  P r i n c i p l e  
No. 202 i n  P r i n c i p l e s  f o r  a V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  System should be adopted f o r  p u r e l y  
s t a t i s t i c a l  purposes. '* I  

The d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  a u t h o r i z i n g  the  h igher  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  the  c i v i l  r eg i s -
t r a t i o n  serv ices t o  e s t a b l i s h  c l e a r l y  def ined geographic r e g i s t r a t i o n  u n i t s  of 
a s i z e  which w i l l  make i t  poss ib le  t o  ensure t h a t  v i t a l  events occu r r i ng  w i t h i n  
t h e i r  areas a r e  reg i s te red  w i t h i n  t h e  t ime al lowed for r e g i s t r a t i o n .  Each geo- 
g raph ica l  u n i t  w i l l  be served by a s i n g l e  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c e ;  b u t  the  
o f f i c i a l  i n  charge may delegate h i s  powers when circumstances so requi re .  

The a t t e n t i o n  o f  the competent a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  the  var ious coun t r i es  should 
be drawn t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  des i rab le  t h a t  the  r e g i s t r a t i o n  records should 
be s u i t a b l y  completed t o  enable them t o  be s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  used for  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  
I n  a l l  cases, t he  record forms should be p r in ted ,  t he  ma te r ia l s  used being such 
as w i l l  ensure maximum d u r a b i l i t y  and l e g i b i l i t y .  

I n  designing forms f o r  the  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  v i t a l  events, a t t e n t i o n  should 
befpaid4 o . t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  p r o v i d i n g  adequate space for  (a) the proper in - * 

. elrlsfofi ofz the  p a r t i c u l a r s  requ i red  by law; (b) any marginal notes t h a t  may be 
equlred; and (c) observat ions.  



General a lphabet ica l  indexes should be regarded as abso lu te l y  e s s e n t i a l  for  
the  e f f i c i e n t  working o f  the  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  serv ices;  t h a t  the  prepara t ion  
o f  such indexes by mechanical means has advantages over any o the r  system, and 
tha t ,  w i thout  p re jud i ce  t o  the  foregoing, i t  may be considered des i rab le  to sup-
plement the a lphabet ica l  index by a chronologica l  index. 

I n  order  t o  make i t  eas ie r  f o r  persons who are  n a t u r a l i z e d  o r  permanently 
s e t t l e d  i n  count r ies  w i t h  a language o t h e r - t h a n  t h e i r  n a t i v e  languages to  engage 
i n  l ega l  proceedings and conduct t h e i r  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  p r o v i s i o n  should be made 
i n  the l e g i s l a t i o n  of every country  for  the  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  the  baptismal names 
in t o  the  language of the p lace where the  record .  i s  kept .  

Consideration should be g iven t o  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  i n c l u d i n g  i n  the  c i v i l  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  the  var ious count r ies  a recogn i t i on  .of every person 's  
r i g h t  t o  change, i f  he so desi res,  the  name which was g iven to him when h i s  b i r t h  
was regis tered. 

The p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  t he  f o o t p r i n t s  o f  the  new-born c h i l d  and 
the  f i n g e r p r i n t s  o f  the mother should be taken when b i r t h s  a r e  reg is te red .  

Witnesses should be dispensed w i t h  i n  cases where there  i s  r e l i a b l e  docu- 
mentary evidence of the  events t o  be reg is te red .  

Appropr ia te measures should be taken to  s i m p l i f y  the  procedure for the  cor- 
r e c t i o n  o f  en t r i es .  

F. Meeting on S t r a t e g i e s  for Improwing C i v i Z  R e g i s t r a t i o n  

Many count r ies  record t h e i r  v i t a l  fac ts  i n  overs ized books which are d i f f i -
c u l t  t o  handle. 

Some count r ies  record unimportant or  unnecessary events and leave o u t  im-
por tan t  events, which imp l ies  the  absence of  r e g i s t r a t l o n  c r l t e r l a .  

G. OCAM Conference on Civi Z R e g i s t r a t i o n  

D i r e c t  transmission of documents to  the  o f f i c e  where they are  processed. 

Creat ion o f  a system o f  v e r i f i c a t i o n  a t  a l l  leve ls ;  admln l s t ra t i ve ,  j u d i c i a l  
and s t a t i s t i c a l .  

J. Working Group on CR/VS i n  A f r i c a  

Uniform na t iona l  standards r e l a t i n g  t o  the content and types of c i v l l  r eg l s -
t r a t i o n  documents ( r e g i s t e r s ,  dec la ra t i on  or n o t i f i c a t i o n  forms and/or s t a t i s t i -
c a l  repo r t  fo rms)  must be es tab l i shed  t o  ensure the  c o l l e c t l o n  o f  a minimum 
number o f  bas ic  top i cs  for  a1 1 popu la t ion  groups and geographical subd iv is ions .  
P rov i s ion  should be made f o r  sending sys temat i ca l l y  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  and n o t i f i -  
c a t i o n  forms o r  the s t a t i s t i c a l  repo r t  forms to  the agency deslgnated t o  process 
the  data (Centra l  S t a t i s t i c a l  Of f i ce ,  Reg is t ra r  General's Department, etc.) 

E A major problem i n  A f r i c a  w i l l  be the  rap id  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  paper docu- 
ments. Work should be done on systems o f  mic ro  photogrqphy Par the  p rese rva t i on  
o f  records. Work should a l s o  be done on suggested f i l i n g  syqtems for documents, 
and indexes f o r  the  r e t r i e v a l  o f  theses;documents. Standard; for  the  s torage o f  
paper documents should a l s o  be develioped. 
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I ' - 1  ,Documents should be developed on suggested systems for data processing which 
.W I'Ibiifnt(eg,raqe*theregistratLon and statistical functions, i .e., systems which 
W 1 1 1  produce alphabetical indexes needed by the registration personnel, and sta-
~t-h.s~t+Ical.-data, with a single hand1 ing of each document. 


K. Iberoamerican Conference on CR/VS 
' % 

r )  Qualicy control procedures should be established, preferably close to the 

place of the event. 


c :  

Civil registration documents and forms to be used for vital statistics pur-

poses should be prepared in close coordination with governmental services requir- 

ing bnformation from the Civil Registry, such as health services, electoral rolls, 

stati s tiical services, etc. 
 I 

i 

The present registration documents should be revised in design and content, 

keeping in mind that the data in each document should be determined in terms of 

its purposes. Eventual automation should be contemplated. 


Simplification of registration procedures and instruments should be pursued, 
so that informants as well as recipients have less difficulty. 

' Registration deadlines should be established in accordance with geographic 
and cultural access4bility of the population, striving to facilitate compliance 
with the legal obligations in the registration of  vital events. ..1 

6 .  PERSONNEL 

A .  F i r s t  Inter-American Conference on C i v i l  Registration 

The need for the civil registration services to develop increasing in tia-

tive .in the performance of their work. 


Due care should be given to the selection of registrars, particulaEly in 

rural areas, ensuring when possible, that the persons selected are natives of 

the area concerned or have resided in it for a reasonable length of time. 


7 

F. Meeting on Strategies f o r  Improving Civi l  Registration 

Low salaries, and in some countries no salaries, for personnel in charge
of civi 1 registration activities. 

I. OCAM Seminar on the Improvement of Civil  Registration 

Recommends establishment as an integral part of the Civil Administration 
(or Civil Service) of each State a corps of vital registration personnel and 
that appropriate perquisites and benefits be accorded such personnel to rein- 
force their motivation for the accomplishment of their tasks. 

Invite the States to put in place an appropriate program to escablish and *i  
support a personnel system for vital registration. 

istration personnel should be ensured, by 

and their expertise through possibly 


' :I8 
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establishing a separate body of civil registration personnel, periodic training, 
in-service courses, appropriate supervision,,etc, and by increasing their num-

bers where necessary, taking into account both area size and population distri- 

but i Qn. 


A clear definition of the roles and functions of the civil registration 

personnel, including the community contacts in the rural areas, should be in-

cluded in the programmes for improvement and expansion of the civil registration 

sys tem. 


K. Ibmoamerican Conference on CR/VS 

Minimum requirements should be established for the hiring of personnel for 
civil registration so that they are able to benefit from specific and systematic 
training which they should receive in order to improve the service. 

7. TRAINING 


A.  F i r s t  Inter-American Confeqence on CiviZ Registration 

The need for placing sufficient emphasis in programmes of training and ad-

vanced training on the close relationship between the collection of data relat-

ing to vital events and the application of such data to various activities of 

collective interest, the purpose of such emphasis being to give officials an 

increased awareness of their responsibility to society. 


The necessity and% advisabJlity of recognizing that the civil registration 
service's direct and permanent collaboration with the vital statistics service 
is one of its most important functions, and that cmsequently persons employed 
in the civil registration service should be properly tralned so that they may 
discharge their functions correctly and with full awareness of their responsi- 
bi 1 i ties. 

All registrars should receive theoretical and practical training which will 
fully qualify them for the efficient performance of their administration and 
technical duties, and that they should be given opportunlties of  regular promo- 
tion and receive remuneration commensurate with their ability and the quality of 
their work. 

C. Second Inter-American Conference on CiviZ Registration 

With respect to assistance for training of personnel, It wa5 suggested that 
the proposed committee for coordinating the activities o f  international agencies 
in the field of civil registration could take advantage of the existence of the 
Advanced School of Pub1 ic Administration for Central America (ESAPAC, Costa 
Rica), the Getulio Vargas Foundation School of Administration in Brazil, the 
School of Public Administration in Puerto Rico, and the School of Public Health 
of the University of Chile, by arranging through those institutions for courses 
on administrative techniques that could be applied to civil reglstration, and 
for provision of advance on reorganizing the civi.1 registration servlceo. 

","<,. ' * . I  

In connection with training, the Seminar learned with great interest of the 
training programme that the National Center for,Healt.h Statlotics of the United 
States planned to give shortly, and that would be useful fo r  tralnlng registrars, 
as well as statis\tical andlpublic health officialas. 7he.Spninar suggested that 

# * 



agt3ncies~~mightp(consider t h i sthe possibi  1 it y  o f  g i v i n g  courses of  
h l & W t h @  fu iure,  if possible i n  a country i n  the L a t i n  America 

@!i$h!fllOk1 - t!100C .?I?[> 

Sem%nur on CiviZ Registration rmd Vita2 Statistics for  Asia and the Far East 
1. !TI.? ts->* . I I > 1 %  

- ( ! I  t ‘4s rekognized that,  i n  order t o  have an e f f i c i e n t l y  funct ion ing reg i s t ra -  
Woh-Sqstem, the l oca l  reg is t rars ,  who were key o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h a t  process, would 
have t o  be chosen ca re fu l l y ,  should be t ra ined  adequately and should be provided 
w i t h  s u i t a b l e  incentives. 

E. Working Group on Current Demographic Statis.tics 

Intensive t r a i n i n g  programmes fo r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c i a l s  a t  a l l  leve ls  

should be organized. 


F. Meeting on Strategies for Improving C i v i2 Registration 

To t r a i n  personnel devoted to the r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  v i t a l  events. 

G. OCAM Conference on CiviI Registration 

I n v i t e  the Secretary General o f  OCAM to undertake the p r i n t i n g  and the pub- 
l i c a t i o n  o f  a manual f o r  the t r a i n i n g  of  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  personnel. 

* ,  4 

I n v i t e  the Economic Commission for  A f r i ca  t o  co l laborate on the technical  
aspects o f  t h i s  work and request them t o  develop an’-English version o f  a t r a i n -  
ing manual f o r  the bene f i t  o f  the Anglophone A f r i can  countr ies. 

I. OCAM Seminar on the Improvement of C i v i Z  Registration 

Recommends the organizat ion o f  pe r iod i c  nat ional  and regional seminars for  
the exchanging o f  experiences, study o f  the v i t a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  laws i n  force, 
and seek‘ing so lut ions t o  the various problems which e x i s t  i n  t h i s  area. . 

J. Working Group )on CR/VS i n  Africa 

A t r a i n i n g  workshop f o r  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  personnel should be organized i n  
1981 i n  English, i n  co l laborat ion w i t h  in terested agencies. Continuing assis- 
tance i n  t r a i n i n g  and developing the s t a f f  resources needed i n  es tab l i sh ing  
e f f e c t i v e  programmes f o r  the improvement and expansion of c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
systems should be provided, i n  co l l abo ra t i on  w i t h  the United Nations S t a t i s t i c a l  
O f f  ice. 

To the extent  pbssible, countr ies should be assisted w i t h ’ t h e  t r a i n i n g  of 
intermediate leve l  personnel who would be responsible for-  the t r a i n i n g  o f  lower 
leve l  personnel. t 

A t r a i n i n g  manual f o r  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  personnel, should be developed on 
the basis of country experience, tak ing i n t o  account the e x i s t i n g  OCAM/UDEAC 
manual o r  any s i m i l a r  manual. 

K .  Iberoamerican Conference on CR/VS 

The essent ia l  factor i s  permanent t r a i n i n g  o f  a l l  employees i n  correspond- 
ence w i t h  t h e i r  rank and functions. Emphasis i s  placed on the need f o r  t r a i n i n g  
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of  medical personnel and o ther  p ro fess iona ls  du r ing  t h e i r  s tud ies f o r  c o r r e c t  
completion o f  forms, and on permanent t r a i n i n g  of r e g i s t r a t i o n  and s t a t i s t i c s  
employees i n  data processing and supplementary means o f  c o r r e c t i n g  de f i c ienc ies  
i n  in fo rmant 's  data. 

Constant a t t e n t i o n  should be payed to the  proper f i l l i n g  ou t  of r e g i s t r a t i o n  
books and c e r t i f i c a t e s .  This impl ies continuous, o r  a t  l e a s t  pe r iod i c ,  t r a i n i n g  
o f  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a r s ,  personnel invo lved i n  p repara t ion  o f  medical c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  
and o f  the  p u b l i c  a t  large. 

Major o f f i ces  o f  c i v i  1 r e g i s t r a t i o n  and s t a t i s t i e s  should.have permanent 
personnel, t r a i n e d  and updated i n  qual it y  c o n t r o l .  

I 

T r a i n i n g  a t  a l l  l eve l s  i s  one of the  fundamental means f o r  a t t a i n i n g  such 

imp rovemen t . 


Regional t r a i n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  should be undertaken i n  coord ina t ion  w i t h  
na t i ona l  p o l i c i e s  on t h i s  matter. Act ions on a reg iona l  bas is  should inc lude t h e  
prepara t ion  of teaching mater ia l .  

Support should be given t o  the o rgan iza t i on  and conduct o f  na t i ona l  t r a i n i n g  
plans for  such personnel; i t  i s  suggested t h a t  these plans be worked o u t  j o i n t l y  
w i t h  n a t i o n a l  bodies i n  charge o f  the system. 

8. FACILITIES AND €QUIPMENT 

A.  F i r s t  Inter-American Conference on Civ i l  Registration 

Consideration should be given t o  the  p o s s i b i i i t y  of measures to  reduce the 
space requ i red  for archives and ensure the preserva t ion  o f  records. 

I 

D. Seminar on C i h Z  Registration and V i t a 2  Stat is t ics  for Asia and the Far East 

'It i s  recognized t h a t  mechanical t a b u l a t i o n  o r  computer f a c i  1 it i e s .  a r e  
essen t ia l  t o  d e t a i l e d  tabu la t ion ,  and t h a t  a general use of such f a c i l i t i e s  
should be envisaged i n  the  long run. Nevertheless, i t  i s  considered t h a t  e f f o r t s  
spent on improving r e g i s t r a t i o n  and f lows of r e g i s t r a t i o n  in fo rmat ion  on number 
o f  events registered, '  by inspection, reminders to l o c a l  r e g i s t r a r s  and by s imple 
s c r u t i n y  o f  number o f  events i n  successive periods, might y i e l d  more va luab le  
r e s u l t s  than processing a smal ler  number o f  events i n  g rea ter  de ta i  1. 

9. NEEDED RESEARCH AND STUDY 

B. Affican Seminar on Vita2 Stat is t ies  

Experimentation and a n a l y t i c a l  s tud ies  should be continued (a) to improve, 
the e f f i c i e n c y  of sample design through s u i t a b l e  v a r i a b i l i t y  s tud ies and (b) to  
improve the  q u a l i t y  o f  data by adopt ing methods f o r  de tec t i ng  and a d j u s t i n g  for 
non-sampling e r r o r s  and biases, i n c l u d i n g  use o f  demographic models. 

C. Second Inter-American Conference on CiviZ Registration 

I t  i s  o f  bas ic  importance f o r  count r ies  to  work o u t  as programme to '  improve- 
c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  services, o f  which t h e  f i r s t  stage would cover the  pe r iod  
1965-69. The i n i t i a t i v e  and main r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  the prepara t ion  o f  the 
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programme would r e s t  w i t h  the Governments themselves, and they should make use 
o f  the cooperation o f  the na t i ona l  committee on c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and v i t a l  s ta-
t i s t i c s ,  , w i t h  a view t o  ensuring both t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  a l l  the  agencies t h a t  
make up the system t h a t  produces s t a t i s t i c s ,  and the  f u l l  implementation o f  t h e  
’programme. 

‘ I ( *  .: % I 

;, The f o l l o w i n g  were regarded as the  bases for prepar ing  a programme o f  t h i s  
nature: 

Formulating a government po l  cy to  ensure t h a t  t he  programme of 
improvement would be c a r r i e d  o u t  

Conducting the  s p e c i f i c  s tud  es needed to determine the e x i s t i n g  
defects  i n  the  organ iza t ion  and f u n c t i o n i n g  of the serv ice.  

Formulating the  programme on t h e  bas i s  o f  those s tud ies  and the 
goals es tab l i shed  f o r  the  pe r iod  i n  question. 

Pe r iod i c  eva lua t ion  o f  the  programme i n  o rder  to in t roduce any 
changes needed for  i t s  gradual improvement. 

i nco rpo ra t i ng  the programme t o  improve the  c i v i  1 r e g i s t r a t i o n  
serv ices i n t o  the  na t iona l  programme o f  economic, s o c i a l  and admin- 
i s t r a t i v e  re fo rm plans. 

I * 

Far-reaching p u b l i c i t y  for  the programme i n  m o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  the  
educat ional  a u t h o r i t i e s  and the s o c i a l  serv ice ’  o.cganizations. : 

With respect to  i n t e r - i n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  i t  i s  recommended,that work- 
i ng  groups should be s e t  up, composed o f  demographers, s t a t i s t i c i a n s , ,  r e g i s t r a r s ,  
p u b l i c  h e a l t h  o f f i c e r s ,  soc io log i s t s ,  etc., to  ca r ry  out s tud ies  on s p e c i f i c  
aspects o f  v i t a l  events. 

D. Sewha.r on Civil Registration and V i t a 2  Statist ics for Asia and the 8’0 East 

I t  i s  recommended t h a t  ECAFE member coun t r i es  whose c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  was 
lack ing  o r  d e f i c i e n t  should, as a f i r s t . s t e p ,  s e t  up demonstration c i v i l  reg is -
t r a t i o n  areas, t o  g i v e  an impetus t o  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  programmes. 

It i s  recommended t h a t  more experiments should be undertaken i n  the  coun- 
t r i e s  o f  the reg ion  to  develop a method o f  asce r ta in ing  and c l a s s i f y i n g  causes 
o f  death by laymen and paramedical personnel. I t  i s  a l so  recommended tha t ,  as a 
f i r s t  step, WHO be requested t o  prepare a manual on t h a t  subject .  

It i s  recommended t h a t  matching s tud ies  should form p a r t  o f  the  e v a l u a t i o n  
o f  a c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  system and should be complemented by fo l low-up i n v e s t i -
gations t o  a s c e r t a i n  the  causes o f  d e f i c i e n t  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  

G. OCAM Conference on CiViZ Registration 

Suggest t h a t  OCAM convene a work group to  examine the  contents  o f  the  
t r a i n i n g  manual and study the d i f f e r e n t  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  methodologies u t i l i z e d  
by,,:the A f r i c a n  count r ies .  

c . 

fill : ;-. 

I 

7 



I .  OCAM Seminar on the Improvement of 'Civil Registration 

Deems i t  des i rab le  t h a t  a study of the i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  v i t a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n  
the s e t t i n g  o f  nomadic o r  migratory  populat ions be undertaken by OCAM i n  co l l abo -  
r a t i o n  w i t h  o the r  i n t e r e s t e d  agencies i n  o rder  t h a t  proper account may be taken 
o f  the s p e c i f i c  problems o f  c e r t a i n  States i n  the  Sahel. 

I n v i t e s  the  General Sec re ta r ia t  o f  OCAM t o  appoint and assemble a t  t h e  
e a r l i e s t  poss ib le  t ime a eedhnical commission charged w i t h  the task o f  complet ing 
an OCAM-UDEAC V i  t a l  Reg is t ra t i on  System Organizat ion and,Personnel M a n d l  which 
w i l l  permit the  States t o  use t h i s  general f ramework<for  the e labo ra t i on  o f  t h e i r  
own nat iona l  guide. ' 

- 1 

, *  . 
J. Working Group on CR/VS in Afr ica  

Studies on methods and problems o f  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  systems and v i t a l  s ta -
t i s t i c s  c o l l e c t i o n  i n  A f r i c a  should be undertaken'on a p e r i o d i c  bas is .  Such 
p e r i o d i c  s tud ies  should be submitted to a Working Group to  review the  progress 
so f a r  achieved i n  the  reg ion i n  t h i s  f i e l d  and to formulate recommendati'ons'on 
any fu tu re  re levant  remedial act ion,  I 

A study on c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  systems o f  relevance to  the  nomadic areas 
should a l so  be undertaken. 

An inventory  o f  a v a i l a b l e  in fo rmat ion  on the  s t a t u s  and problems o f  t he  
e x i s t i n g  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  system should be undertaken to enable the  p repara t i on  
of'medium and long-term programmes fo r  the expansion and improvement of the  c i v i l  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  scheme i n  the  country. 

I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  spec ia l  measures be prov ided f o r  r u r a l  areas i n c l u d i n g  
remote area dwe l le rs  and nomadic t r i b e s  where the  ques t ion  o f  d is tance and d i f f i -  
c u l t l y  o f  t e r r a i n  as w e l l  as lack  o f  mo t i va t i on  of popul 'at ion have t o  be taken 
i n t o  account. Such spec ia l  measures may invo lve  a c t i v e  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  pro- 
cedures. 

K. Iberoamerican Conference on CR/VS , 

The study o f  o t h e r  means o f  achiev ing wider 'coverage (such as mobile reg is -  
t r a r s ,  a u x i l i a r y  o f f i ces ,  etc.) i s  recommended. 

Coverage assessment w i l l  genera l l y  be made by spec ia l  survey methods. Such 
surveys may be o f  the res t rospec t i ve  type, i n c l u d i n g  census- l ike questions on t h e  
number o f  v i t a l  events t h a t  occurred, or may begin w i t h  a re t rospec t i ve  approach 
documented by d e t a i l e d  h i s t o r i e s  of b i r t h s  and/or pregnancies. A lso recommended, 
a re  prospect ive or  fol low-up demographic surveys t o  be c a r r i e d  ou t  over"a pe r iod
o f  no t  less than two years, by the  repeated i n te rv iew  method. 7 . ' 

Meetings of exper ts  should be organized for  the  purpose of ana ly t tng  spkc l -  
f i c  issues; f o r  p resenta t ion  and study o f  methodologies and/ok c6nQques that' .
may con t r i bu te  to  i t s  improvement. 

I, * '. 5 t 'I ( 

Countries, WHO Centers fo r  the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o'f D'lseasesi ' ' I .  

and the Region should ca r ry  ou t  the necessary s tud ies  I n ' o r & e r  to  e s t a b l i s h  a 
glossary o f  l o c a l  f o l k '  terms des ignat ing comptalnts ' in  termsatof the disease 
equivalents. I : +  



Countries, WHO Centers and the Region should ca r ry  o u t  studies w i t h  a view 
t o  establ ish ing ways and means of  grouping of  symptoms and complaints as reported 
by lay personnel i n t o  diagnost ic equivalents which can be c l a s s i f i e d  by the ICD. 

10. EVALUATION 

A .  First Inter-American Conference on .Civil Regis*ration 

National a u t h o r i t i e s  should undertake special  studies t o  de-termine the 
degree of  incompleteness of  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n  each of the main populat ion groups 
using the methods best adapted t o  local  condit ions, and t h a t  standing arrange- 
ments should be made f o r  the exchange o f  informat ion concerning the experience 
gained by each country. 

C. Second Inter-Amer&an Conference on C i v i1 Registration 

I t  i s  an urgent task to evaluate the degree o f  omission from the reg i s te rs  
and carry  out  studies t o  determine the cause. Such studies should be made regu- 
l a r l y  and should take the f o r m  of  a cooperative undertaking by the i n s t i t u t i o n s  
that  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the production of  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s .  

I t  i s  recommended tha t  a program o f  nat ional  a c t i o n  be c a r r i e d  out  dur ing 
the next f i v e  years w i t h  the f o l  lowing as the responsible agency: 

, C i v i l  Registqation ! 

Study of the e x i s t i n g  s i t ua t i on ,  wi.th an i n d i c a t i o n  of the factors hampering 
i t s  improvement and development. I / 

S t a t i s t i c a l  Of f ice 

Inclusion i n  the programmes of the S t a t i s t i c a l  Off ice of  a c t i v i t i e s  aimed 
at :  

Determining the degree o f  omission o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n s  of v i t a l  

events and the main defects i n  t h e i r  accuracy. This study should 

be based on the smallest possible geographical u n i t ,  and should 

include f i l e d  studies i f  they are considered necessary. 


Department of  Health 

Making a proper evaluat ion o f  the r e l i a b i l i t y  of the medical and hea l th  
data obtained from the c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c e .  

Within the framework of an administrat tve modernization, an evaluat ion o f  
the problems tha t  beset the c i v i  1 r e g i s t r a t i o n  services, espec ia l l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  
t o  completeness, can provide basic c r i t e r i a  t o  guide the process o f  administra- 
t i v e  revis ion.  Such an appraisal  should be c a r r i e d  out  i n  conjunction by those 
services and by a l l  the bodies t h a t  have an i n t e r e s t  i n  receiv ing c i v i l  reg is-
t r a t i o n  data. Among the means tha t  could be used for such an appraisal,  the . 
Seminar considered as important procedures combining populat ion censuses and 
samplings w i t h  s p e c i f i c  surveys t o  measure the cornpleteness-of the reg is ters ,  
toggther w i t h  special  studies t o  supplement the usefulness of  the reg is ters .  
SimilarJ,y, the Seminar thought i t  would be advisable t o  conduct tests  t o  measure 
the accuracy o r  t r u t h  of the information furnished by the c i v i l  r eg i s te r ,  and, 



from a more general standpoint, to organize and develop registration zones, with 

the aim of achieving a gradual improvement in the service. The fact that such 

measures reflect the recommendations by the First Inter-American Seminar on Civi 1 

Registration is the reason why they were endorsed by the Second Seminar. 


With respect to measures to ensure the proper functioning of the civil regis- 

tration services, the Seminar's discussions centered on those that would ensure 

the completeness, accuracy and promptness of the registration of vital events, as 

we1 1 as cooperation between the registrars ?and those responsible for preparing 


I L , 1 !the vital statistics. 


As previously stated, the Seminar recogn'ized the need to make regular 
appraisals, on the basis o f  the information available, with a view to establish- 
ing the degree and cause of omiissions from the register for the vari'ous regions 
within the country. For this purpose, lit was considered that 'the methods set 
forth in the working documents would be useful. Such studies should be carriEd 
out in cooperation with the other institutions that participate in the prepara- 
tion of vital statistics. 

Without prejudice to the study by international agencies of methods sdited 

to Latin America that would permit taking advantage of such demographic surveys 

as th'e 1970 censuses in order to evaluate the completeness of the registration 

of vital events, the following methods were suggested as suitable for measuririg 

the accuracy of the registers in certain cases: 


A comparison with various lists independent of civil registration 

(notices of births and deaths; lists of baptisms; lists of burial cer-

tificates; school registrations, etc.). 


' A study of  the consistency for comparable periods of the total 

number of b i rths.'and deaths. 


e? 

A study of the ratio of total births to total deaths. 


A study o f  the consistency of the distribution by age and sex. 

A study o f  the consistency or probabi 1 ity of the rates obtained 

on the basis of the events registered, and the economic, cultural, 

social, health and other conditions prevailing in the country and 

in regions within the country. 


A study of the pattern of the total and infant death rates by 

sex and age. 


Special surveys to measure the degree of omission and accuracy 

of the information collected through the registers. 


I 

Population censuses during which the special infant \card can 
 ' I (  

be used. 

. I 

4 ' C 8 d . 1  

Surveys not especi a1 ly intended to measure ttie de'gr'e'e -of idmissil'on 
and accuracy of the information, but which can throd;li@+ on3 t%d$k' 
quest ions. 

* ,  2 1  i s , ' : ,  ! I 1  i (  

' Estimates ba'sed on census results; compensa'tory'dquati'on an'd 

ferti 1 i ty rates by cohorts. 
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. Theore t ica l  popu la t ion  methods. 
!-, 6 

:: ~ ,. Ca lcu la t i on  o f  the inverse s u r v i v a l  r a t e  o f  t he  c h i  I d  popula- I I 

t i o n  obta ined through censuses. 

,J. Seminar on Civi l  Registration and Vital Statistics f o r  Asia and the F a r  E a s t  

I t  i s  recommended t h a t  a continuous programme o f  eva lua t i ng  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a -
t i o n , b e  undertaken by count r ies  and t h a t  t h a t  eva lua t i on  be conducted independ- 
e n t l y  o f  the ac tua l  operat ion.  

G. OCAM Conference on C i hI Registration 

Evaluat ion o f  each n a t i o n  o f  i t s  system o f  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  OCAM should 
co l l abo ra te  w i t h  the  Af r i can  nat ions i n  the development of e f f e c t i v e  systems o f  
c i v i  1 r e g i s t r a t i o n .  

J .  Working G r o u p  on CR/VS i n  Africa 

More research on the  best  way o f  ach iev ing  complete coverage should be 

undertaken. This work should inc lude ac tua l  t e s t s  of a c t i v e  systems so as to  

evaluate the working cond i t i ons  and the  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  developing them over  

time. 


11. NEEDED IMPROVEMENTS 

A .  First Inter-American Conference on C i v i l  Registpation 

C i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  serv ices should p lay  an a c t i v e  ro le  and t h a t  o f f i c i a l s  
should be p a r t i c u l a r l y  encouraged t o  undertake a program of propaganda t o  en- 
courage the l ega l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  f am i l i es ,  t o  seek the  h e l p  and cooperation of 
a l l  soc ia l  o rgan iza t ions  which are  he lp ing  or might h e l p  to  achieve t h i s  aim; 
to guide and a s s i s t  i l l i t e r a t e s ,  and, p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  t o  extend t h e i r  a c t i v i t y  t o  
centers  o f  popu la t ion  remote f r o m  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c e s .  

A l l  the L a t i n  American Governments should adopt such measures as they deem 
appropr ia te  t o  ensure completeness o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  areas w i t h  
a predominantly Ind ian populat ion.  

The various count r ies  should organize c o n t i n u i n g  pub1 i c i t y  and educat ional  
campaigns w i t h  a view to: 

Awakening and increas ing  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  
v i  t a l  events. 

Ma in ta in ing  and increas ing the i n t e r e s t  o f - c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
o f f i c i a l s  i n  widening the coverage o f  v i t a l  events, w i t h  a view t o  
promoting completeness o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  

In  conducting such p u b l i c i t y  and educat ional  campaigns, use should be made 
o f  a l l  appropr ia te  channels and o f  a l l  oppor tun i t i es  of i n f l u e n c i n g  the  pub l i c ,  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  o f  the  schools and o the r  educat ional  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

An attempt should be made t o  secure the  cooperat ion of a l l  p u b l i c  agencies 
hn’d p r i v a t e  bodies whose normal a c t i v i t i e s  a re  such as t o  permi t  them t o  co l l ab -  
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C. Second Inter-American Conference on Civi2 Registration 

The. f o l l o w i n g  p a r t i c u l a r  measures to  improve the  completeness, accuracy and 
promptness o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n  were 'suggested: 

Revision o f  the c i v i  1 r e g i s t r a t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  and i t s  regu la t i ons  
to adapt them t o  new cond i t ions  and requirements i n  the country concerned. 

Steps t o  ensure s t r i c t  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  the l ega l  requirements ( f o r  . 
example, the  r e p o r t i n g  o f  b b i r t h  o'r death; the  requirement o f  a c i v i l  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e  as proo f  04 th'e occurrence of  a v i t a l  event; 
the requirement o f  b u r i a l  permits, e tc ' . ) .  

S t a f f  t r a i n i n g  on a permanent basis. 

The establ ishment o f  r e g i s t r y  subof f i ces  i n  h o s p i t a l s ,  c l i n i c s  
and materni t y  cen ters .  

A permanent system for the  inspect fon and a d v i s i n g  of r e g i s t r y  
o f f ices,  and cons idera t ion  of the poss ib i  1 1 t y  o f  h o l d i n g  semlnars 
and o ther  na t i ona l  conferences f r o m  t ime t o  time. 

Establishment of s u f f i c i e n t  s t a t u t o r y  t ime l i m i t  fer the regis-
t r a t i o n  o f  v i t a l  events, and regu la r  ana lys is  o f  the  ex ten t  to  which 
the  prov is ions  i n  quest ion a re  complied w i th ,  Since l a t e  r e p o r t i n g  
ind ica tes  a tendency towards nonrepor t ing o f  the' occurrence of v i t a l  
events, the Seminar recommended the i ssu ing  of tab8les showing sthe 
degree o f  delay i n  r e g i s t r a t i o n s .  

1 ,  

Incent ives to r e g i s t e r  w i t h i n  the  s t a t u t o r y  pdr iod ,  such as the 
p r o v i s i o n  o f  f ree  copies, and o f  the  c h i l d ' s  i d e n t i t y  card; and, 
making use, for the  same purpose, o f  the  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  
soc ia l  we l fa re  measures, such as soc ia l  secu r i t y ,  fami ly  allowances, 
matern i ty  grants, e t c .  

S i m p l i f i c a t i o n  o f  f o r m a l i t i e s ,  as fa r  as the l e g l s l a t f o n  i n  

force permi t. 


I t  i s  recommended t h a t  a program of na t i ona l  a c t i o n  be c a r r i e d  out d u r i n g  
the next  f i v e  years w i t h  t he  f o l l o w i n g  as the  responsfb le  agency: 

C i v i  1 Reg is t ra t i on  

Formulation o f  a programme t o  be c a r r i e d  o u t  w i t h i n  f i v e  years, 
whose aims would include: * \  

Improving t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of the  serv ice .  

B r ing ing  the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and f a c i l i t i e s  o f  l o c a l  r e g i s t r y  
o f f i c e s  i n t o  l i n e  w i t h  the  popu la t ion  t o  be served. 

T ra in ing  o f  r e g i s t r a r s .  

27 
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S t a t i s t i c a l  Of f ice 

bfit-. Cooperating w i t h  the c i v i  1 r e g i s t r a t i o n  service i n  pub1 i c i t y  cam- 
paigns both among the general p u b l i c  and among professional groups. 

Department o f  Health 

Inc lus ion i n  the work programme o f  a c t i v i t i e s  aimed a t :  

Convincing the medical. profession o f  the importance o f  a . 
prompt and de ta i l ed  medical c e r t i f i c a t e  covering b i r t h s  and 
deaths, inc lud ing foetal  deaths. 

Preparing p u b l i c i t y  mater ia l  f o r  t ha t  purpose. I 

Including a reference t o  the above i n  the c u r r i c u l a  o f  
schools of medicine and p u b l i c  health. 

E. Working Group on Current Demographic Statistics 
1 - 


The status o f  c i v i l  r eg i s t ra t i on ,  wherever i t  ex is ts ,  should be surveyed as 
e a r l y  as possible t o  assess the extent o f  geographic coverage, under-registrat ion,  
t imel iness i n  the rece ip t  of returns, and under-reporting o f  events from the 
periphery t o  Headquarters. 

The system o f  s o l i c i t i n g  the assistance o f  l oca l  o f f i c i a l s  such as v i l l a g e  
headmen, teachers, socia.1 and re1 ig ious workers, p r a c t i c a l  midwives, barbers, 
funeral  d i rectors ,  heal th  v i s i t o r s ,  sani tary  workers, e t c .  to  funct ion as n o t i -
f i e r s  as the periphery was regarded as one o f  the e f f e c t i v e  means o f  promoting 
good reg i s t ra t i on .  N o t i f i c a t i o n  so received should be fol lowed up by reg i s t ra -  
t i o n  o f f i c i a l s  promptly. The success o f  t h a t  system depends-on the establ ish-  
ment and maintenance of  constant and easy communicati.on w i t h  n o t i f i e r s  by regis-
t r a t i o n  o f f i c i a l s .  

12. PRIORITIES 
' \  

A .  First Inter-American Conference on Civil Registra&ion 

In any programme f o r  the impro.vement o f  a c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  system i n  the 
f i r s t  stage, p r i o r i t y  and special  importance should be attached t o  the organi- 
zat ional ,  technical  and admin is t ra t ive aspects of  the system. 

Only when the i n i t i a l  stage has been completed, should considerat ion be 
given to the use of more complex s t a t i s t i c a l  methods, such as sampling, w i t h  
p a r t i c u l a r  ob ject  of  improving the system i t s e l f .  

When i t  i s  decided t o  use any such technique, i t s  use should always be 
supervised by s k i l l e d  s t a f f  as a guarantee o f  e f f i c i e n c y  and the production of 
re1 i ab le  resul ts .  

B. African Seminar on V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  

Recognition should be given by Governments t o  the fundamental importance of 
establ ish ing a comprehensive c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  system i n  each country of the 

http:communicati.on


region at the earliest possible opportunity. In the light of limitations of re- 
sources in certain countries, suitable priorities should be adopted for phasing 
the implementation of registration schemes. 

D. Seminar on CiviZ Registrrxtion and Vi ta l  S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  Asia and the Far East 

While recognizing the desirability of aiming at an ideal system of civil 
registration and appreciating the comprehensive nature of the United Nations 
Recommendations for the Improvement and standardization of Vital Statistics: 
Draft ProposaZs (document ASTAT/CERVS/l), recommended that, in view o f  the 
limited resources of many countries of the region, the goals should not be set 
so high as to be unattainable. A flexible approach was necessary and it was 
desirable to lay down several levels of priority for buildjng up a vital sta-
tistics system. 

It is recommended that countries should give first priority to the regis- 

tration of births and deaths by recording basic topics and compiling relevant 

statistics. 


It is recognized that marriage and divorce registration provided indicators 
of changes in number and composit ion of, fami 1 ies/households, which had great 
demographic, social and economic implications. The Seminar, while agreei,ng that 
birth and death registration should receive priority, urged the countries which 
had not yet developed a system of registering marriage and divorce to take early 
steps to do so and to compile statistics of those events. 

The -Seminar endorsed the recommendation contained in the United Nations 
Draft Proposals that the registration of foetal death should be given a lower 
priority than that of live birth, death, marriage and divorce. 

It was recogn,ized that statistical data on causes of death were inadequate 
in most countries of the region. As a first step towards improving cause of 
death statistics, the Seminar recommended that properly completed medical cer- 
tificates of causes of death be obtained and processed for all deaths attended 
by physicians inor out of hospitals. 

I. OCAM Sern-inar on the Improvement of CiviZ Registration 

The States should pay special attention to the development of vital regis-

tration at the rural community level. 


13. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 


B. A f r i c a n  Seminar on Vita2 S&at is t ics  

The United Nations should give the fullest possible support to the promo- 

tion of civil registration in Africa including material contribution and tech-

nical assistance in personnel. 


Pending the achievement of complete coverage of vital events through regis- 

tration, the United Nations should assist to the fyllest possible extent in 

schemes, such as those discussed at the Seminar, fo8r obtaining temporary sub-

stitutes for the vital rates. 
 I 

1 
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d Inter-AmeAqan Conference on Civii Registration 
respect to aid from international agencies in the field of civil regis-


at.ion,either through the committee that the Seminar proposed should be set up,

directly from the agencies concerned, the Seminar stressed the benefit that 

nf'ries could derive from prompt, full-scale and coordinated action. It was 

gested that the United Nations, the Organization of American States, the Pan 


Ame'r'ikan Health Organization and the Inter-American Statistical Institute might

examine their technical assistance programmes with particular attention to the 

insti.tutions that participate in the production of vital statistics, especially 

the civil registration service and problems relating to public administration in 


In detail, the Seminar agreed that international techncial assistance should 

include the following: 


Advice from experts on improving civil registration legislation 

and regulations; suggestions as to administrative procedures and the 

preparation of related rules, including rules on questions of mechan-

' 


izing the service; organization of national training courses for 

registrars; carrying out of tests'to evaluate the reliabi 

statistical information collected by the civil registrati 

and the introduction of publicity techniques to arouse the interest 

of the community in prompt registration o f  vital events. 


Granting of fellowships for officials in the civi 1 registration,

statistical and health services. 


The preparation of manuals for the use of registrars in the Latin 

American countries, describing the main admini st rat i ve techniques 

applicable to civil registration, and certain simple statistical 

methods for measuring the completeness of the registers and the ac- 

curacy of the statistical information they provide. 


The conducting o f  experiments to improve the'methodology of eval-

uating the registers and the resultant statistics, by means of sample 

surveys. 


It is recommended that a program of national action be carried out during 
the-next five years with the following as the responsible agency: 

C i vi 1 Regi st rat ion 

A plan for joint action with other government bodies with a view to: 


Securing the inclusion o f  requests for international technical 

assistance (fellowships, experts, etc.) in national programmes. 


The international agencies that have an interest in the efficient 

functioning of civil registration, including the United Nations Sta- 

tistical Office, the Latin American Demographic Centre, the Pan American 

Health Organization, the Inter-American Statistical Institute and the 

Inter-American Children's Institute, could coordinate their activities 

in order to make the best use of any resources that may be made avail- 

able for this purpose. To this end, it is suggested that a committee 

should be set up consisting o f  representatives of the agencies con- 

cerned, which will undertake to promote an integrated programme for 

improving the civil registration services in the Americas. 
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D. Seminar on Civi2 Registration and Vita2 Statistics f o r  Asia and the Far East 

The Seminar was aware t h a t  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  the  coverage and q u a l i t y  o f  na-
t i o n a l  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  represented a ser ious  gap i n  w o r l d  demographic knowledge. 
I t  recognized t h a t  e f f o r t s  should be exer ted by the  Un i ted  Nations, ECAFE, the 
spec ia l i zed  agencies and count r ies  to  advance the  development o f  un iversa l  c i v i l  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  and r e l i a b l e  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s .  

The ECAfE s e c r e t a r i a t  should a s s i s t  count r ies  o f  t he  reg ion w i t h  regard  to  
any spec ia l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  they might encounter i n  t h e  dimplementation o f  c i v i l  
f i eg i s t ra t i on  programmes and suggest su i t 'ab le  devices f o r  adapt ing them t o  loca l  
cond i t ions .  ( 8 

The ECAFE s e c r e t a r i a t  should p rov ide  reg iona l  adv i so ry~ lse rv i ces  i n  c i v i  1 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  and i n  the  t r a i n i n g  o f  n a t i o n a l  personnel i n  t h a t  f i e l d ,  'under the  
Un i ted  Nations Programme of Technical Assistance. 

- I ' ,  t i ,  i 

It f u r t h e r  recommended t h a t  Member count r ies  o f  t h e  Un i ted  Nations whose 
c i v i  1 r e g i s t r a t i o n  and v i t a l  ' s t a t i s t i c s  systems were h i g h l y  developed should make 
a v a i l a b l e  exper ts  t o  advise i n  t h a t  impor tant  area, under the  Uni ted Nations o r $  
b i l a t e r a l  programmes o f  techn ica l  ass is tance.  

Recognizing the bene f i t s  t h a t  might accrue from v i s i t s  o f  o f f i c i a l s  from 
coun t r i es  w i t h  a less developed c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and v i t a l  - s t a t i s t i c s  system 
to  those w i t h  atdeveloped system, i t  i s  recommended a l s o  t h a t  the  ECAFE secre- 
t a r i a t  should a s s i s t  count r ies  i n  o b t a i n i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t r a i n i n g  and observa- 
t i o n  i n  developed count r ies  or c o u n t r i e s  w i t h  r e g i s t r a t i o n  promotion/research 
p r o j e c t s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  and prov ide  necessary f i nanc ia l ,  support for  such 
a scheme under the  Uni ted Nations Programme o f  Technical Assistance. 

Rea l i z ing  t h a t  the  d e r i v a t i o n  o f  v i t a l  ra tes  through sample r e g i s t r a t i o n /  
surveys was extremely important, p a r t i c u l a r l y  where the  normal c i v i  1 r e g i s t r a t i o n  
system was d e f i c i e n t ,  and c a l l e d  f o r  a spec ia l  study i n  i t s e l f ,  t h e  ECAFE secre- 
t a r i a t  should undertake the  f o l l o w i n g  measures to  promote -such schemes . i n  coun- 
t r i e s  o f  t he  region: 

To c o l l e c t  and d i s t r i b u t e  detai- led in fo rmat ion  on t h e  cur ren t  and 

past  experience o f  count r ies  which conducted such sample reg is t r a t  ion/  

surveys. 


To prov ide  exper t  guidance wherever needed. 

To organize workshops t o  consider designs su t a b l e  for  such sample 

reg i s t ra t i on /su rvey  and methods t o  deal w i t h  prob ems of r e c a l l  lapse, 

superv is ion  and con t ro l ,  eva lua t ion ,  e t c .  o f  such sample r e g i s t r a t i o n /  

surveys. 


With a view to  a s s i s t i n g  coun t r i es  i n  t h e  implementat ion-of  a system o f  
c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and adapting i t  t o  t h e  needs no t  o n l y  o f  t h e  count r ies  of the  
ECAFE -region bu t  a l s o  o f  a l l  developing coun t r i es ,  i't i s  recommended t h a t  supple- 
mentary guide1 ines be prepared, poss ib l y  i n  the  form o f  a spetia,9. pub1 ication', '  
s e t t i n g  o u t  the  minimum goals o f  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and cover ing,  i n  add i t i on ,  

1 ,  I + f '  I 1 %t he  f o l l o w i n g :  

For governments',adv ce-on the  r e l a t i v e '  importdnce o f  c i v i l  r eg i s - 

t r a t i o n  schemes, censuses and surveys i n  ob'taining v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  data. 


j 
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4 For the general pub l i c ,  education i n  the benef i ts t o  be derived 

from c i v i l  r eg i s t ra t i on ,  and the motives which should encourage regis- 

t r at ion. 


1 8p.. 

For of f ic ia ls ,  encouragement t o  improve the i  r standards of  service 
and e f f i c i e n c y .  

E. Working Group on Current Demographic Stat is t ics  

, A programme of v i s i t s  of  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c i a l s  among the countr ies o f  the 
region would help i n  assessing the problems o f  prov id ing c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  sys- 
tems as wel l  as the ways and means o f  coping w i t h  them. The Working Group noted 
w i t h  appreciat ion the o f f e r s  o f  some developed countr ies t o  provide assistance 
both i n  t h a t  programme and w i t h  regard .to o ther  ,aspects o f  improving current  
demographic s t a t i s t i c s .  

ESCAP (Economic and Social Commission f o r  Asia and the P a c i f i c )  might consi- 
der es tab l i sh ing  a mechanism f o r  p rov id ing  de ta i l ed  informat ion on the c u r r e n t  
s ta tus o f  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  systems i n  the countr ies o f  the region, such as the 
p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a pe r iod i ca l  news b u l l e t i n .  

F. Meeting on Strutegies for Iqroving Civil Registration 

The support required by c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  services should be provided 

through an integrated, continued L a t i n  American-wide program, implemented by a 

specia l ized u n i t  working i n  t h i s  f i e l d .  


Consequently, the establi.shment o f  a focal  po int ,  w i t h i n  the i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
frame of  the I A C I ,  i s  promoted w i t h  the purpose of  boosting and ensucing the 
prompt and e f f i c i e n t  enforcement o f  an a c t i o n  program leading to the moderniza- 
t i o n  o f  c i v i l ,  r e g i s t r a t i o n  se-rvices i n  those countr ies which requi re i t s  a id .  

Financial  and technical assistance f o r  the normal operation o f  t h i s  machin- 
ery should, be provided by nat ional  and in te rna t i ona l  organizations involved, such 
as the United Nations Fund f o r  Populat ion A c t i v i t i e s ,  the S t a t i s t i c a l  O f f i c e  o f  
the United Nations, the World Health Organization, the Agency f o r  I n te rna t i ona l  
Development o f  the United States, the United States National Center fo r  Health 
S t a t i s t i c s ,  e tc .  

Request technical  and f i nanc ia l  assistance from in ternat ional  organizat ions 
w i t h  the purpose of  drawing up diagnosis which serve as basis f o r  the design, 
implementation and performance o f  p r o j e c t s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  the improvement of 
the present operat ion o f  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  services. 

J. Working Group on CR/VS in Afkca 

The necessary technical and research know edge should be made ava i l ab le  t o  

Af r i can  countr ies by nat ional  and in te rna t i ona  agencies working i n  t h i s  f i e l d .  


Technical and f inanc ia l  assistance should be strengthened t o  supplement 

nat ional  e f f o r t s .  


Advisory services should continue t o  be made avai able t o  A f r i can  countr ies 
i n  p ro jec t  formulation, planning and implementation of  programmes f o r  the estab- 
lishment, improvement and expansion o f  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t  on systems, i n  co l  labora- 
t i o n  w i t h  the UN S t a t i s t i c a l  Of f ice.  
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14. OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

A .  First Inter-American Conference on Civi l  Registration 

An exchange o f  in format ion and experience between the  American coun t r i es  
should be organized as a bas is  f o r  the  improvement and s tandard iza t ion  o f  regi-s-
t r a t i o n  systems and the  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  the concepts and 
d e f i n i t i o n s  of r e g i s t r a b l e  events. 

? 

As a means of f a c i l i t a t i n g  such exchanges, the estsblbshmenu o f  a body o r  an 
assoc ia t ion  t o  a c t  as a l i n k  between c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c i a l s  i n  the var ious  
count r ies  o f  the  hemisphere' and discharge the  func'tibn,y ?h.tebabda, bf keeping up 
to  date a r e g i s t e r  o f  i n s t i t u t e s ,  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  o f f i c i a l i s >  andiotherr 'bodies and 
persons connected w i t h  the  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  serv ices i n  the var ious count r ies .  

The compi la t ion  o f  a L a t i n  American vocabulary o f  terms' commonly 'used i n  a1 1 
c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  procedures, w i t h  t h e i r  cespective defini"ti'onS...( J . I ' 

, I i?c' 

The d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  i nc lud ing  i n  the  Un i ted  Nations d e f i h I t J o n  o e m a r r i a g e  a 
reference to the fac t  t h a t  the p r i n c i p a l  purpose o f  the  union i s  the  format ion o f  
a fami ly .  

The systemat ic  use o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  techniques i n  c i v i l  reg is t ra t : ion,  s ince  
such techniques can a s s i s t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  serv ices  to a t t a i n  the i . r  o b j e c t i v e s  and 
to cooperate w i t h  o the r  inst. i+tut ions for the  achievement o f  t h e i r  own almsnand 
f o r  the  c a r r y i n g  o u t  o f  var ious spec ia l  s tud ies  of general i n t e r e s t .  

To e s t a b l i s h  on the bas is  se t  f o r t h  below, an o rgan iza t i on  t o  be known as 
the  "Inter-American C i v i l  Reg is t ra t i on  Associat ion." I t s  main ob jec t i ves  w i l l  be 
the  fo l low ing :  , 

To improve the  qual it y  o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  
, 

To promote the  b e t t e r  t r a i n i n g  o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n  s t a f f .  

To promote the  s tand'a r d  izat ion' o f  regis t r a t ion tec  hn iq ues . 
To promote the  formation o f  n a t i o n a l  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  assoc ia t ions  i n  
count r ies  where such associat ions do n o t  as y e t  e x i s t .  

To exchange in fo rmat ion  and experience. 

To promote the p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  n a t i o n a l  p e r i o d i c a l s  and of an I n t e r -
American B u l l e t i n .  

To promote exchanges o f  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c i a l s  between the  
d i f f e r e n t  member nations. 

To promote the  organ iza t ion  o f  na t i ona l  and Inter-American 
t r a ining cou rses . 
The Assoc ia t ion  w i l l  be a p r i v a t e  technica1,associat ion composed o f  n a t i o n a l  

c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  serv ices and c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c i a l s  or employees. 

' I 
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It i s  recommended t h a t  the na t i ona l  assoc iat ions should be duly  incorporated.  
The founding members, honorary members, and o f f i c i a l s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  engaged i n  
work connected w i t h  c i v i  1 r e g i s t r a t i o n  w i  1 1  be f u l l  members o f  the Associat ion.  
Other persons app ly ing  for admission w i l l  be associate members. The Assoc ia t i on  
wl k.1 mainta in  r e l a t i o n s  and exchange in fo rmat ion  w i t h  agencies concerned i n  the  
e f f i c i e n t  ope ra t i on  o f  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  serv ices.  

The funds o f  t he  Inter-American Assoc ia t ion  w i l l  cons is t ,  inter  aZia, o f  the 
con t r i bu t i ons  o f  n a t i o n a l  assoc iat ions,  governmental grants ,  and any ass is tance 
obtained from Inter-American o r  o the r  sources. 

The na t i ona l  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  assoc ia t i on  o f  the  country  which i s  t he  
seat o f  the Inter-American Associat ion w i l l  p rov ide  the  s e c r e t a r i a t  of the Asso- 
c i at ion. 

The I n t e r i m  Committee w i l l  d r a f t  t he  s t a t u t e s  o f  the  Assoc ia t ion  and c i r c u -  
l a t e  them to  member associat ions for  approval; i t  w i l l  a l s o  organize a permanent 
Inter-American s e c r e t a r i a t .  The I n t e r i m  Commi t t e e  w i  1 1  be author ized t o  l a y  down 
the procedure f o r  the  adoption o f  the  s ta tu tes .  

B. African Seminar on V i t a 2  S ta t i s t i c s  

Recognit ion be g iven t o  the  equa l l y  fundamental need for  sustained e f f o r t s  

both by Governments and. i n t e r n a t i o n a l  agencies i n  a l l  p r o j e c t s  aimed at. ob ta in -  

i ng  r e l i a b l e  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  on a cont inu ing  bas is .  
 ~ 

C. Second Inter-American Conference on C i v i 2  Registra&ion 

I t  i s  adv isab le  t h a t  count r ies  should t r y  o u t  methods of o rgan iza t i on  and 

operat ion t h a t  cou ld  be used by the na t i ona l  committees on v i t a l  and h e a l t h  s ta -  

t i s t i c s  tha t ,  i t  i s  suggested, might more approp r ia te l y  be c a l l e d  na t i ona l  com-

mit tees on c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and v i t a l  and h e a l t h  s t a t i s t i c s ,  because o f  t he  

p a r t  t ha t  they can p l a y  i n  promoting an improvement i n  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  


A competent o rgan iza t i on  should prepare and pub l i sh  a s t a t i s t i c a l  manual for 
r e g i s t r a r s ,  desc r ib ing  i n  simple terms the  elementary techn ica l  p r i n c i p l e s  i n -
volved. 

Countr ies should work o u t  a f ive-year  p r o g r a m  to  cover t h e  p e r i o d  1965-
1969 fo r  improving t h e i r  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  serv ices ,  i n  l i n e  w i t h  the  sugges- 
t i o n s  and the o u t l i n e  pu t  forward a t  the present Seminar. Th is  programme should 
form p a r t  o f  t he  coun t ry ' s  development plans. Although the  c h i e f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  the formulat ion and development of such programmes f a l l s  t o  the Governments, 
t h e i r  success cannot be assured w i thou t  coordi-nated, f u l l - s c a l e  and prompt ass i s -  
tance from i n t e r n a t i o n a l  organizat ions.  

As a guide i n  drawing up a programme o f  na t i ona l  a c t i o n  f o r  the next  f i v e  
years, the Seminar recommended t h a t  an o u t l i n e  o f  the  f o l l o w i n g  nature should be 
used, s ince i t  assigns s p e c i f i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  to the c e n t r a l  p lanning body 
t h a t  i s  assumed to  e x i s t  i n  each country, and to the serv ices t h a t  usua l l y  make 
up the system t h a t  produces v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s :  

P,1ann ing O f f i c e  

Ensuring t h a t  the  na t i ona l  committee on c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and 
v i t a l  and h e a l t h  s t a t i s t i c s  includes sen io r  o f f i c i a l s  o f  the  bodies 



responsib le  for c i v i l  reg4)stret lon, S t a t i s t i c s ,  h e a l t h  and planning, 
and keeping watch on the e f f l c l s n c y  o f  i t s  opera t ion .  

Prov id ing  technica~'oas~1l:sgbnce the programme ' I n  the fo rmula t ion  o f  
to improve the, c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t t o n  sorvlce, t o  ensure t h a t  the programme 
i s  cons is ten t  w i t h  na t i ona l  plans, s r p s c l r l l y  development plans. 

, 8~ i i  'r t ' I r t  1 s t  t 

G iv ing  due p r i o r i t y  ,to'~h$i)el'I$cYtrllOn o f  funds t o  the c l v i  1 reg i s-
t r a t i o n  se rv i ce  t o  enable it " t o ~ c a f r y * d f' the programme. 

C i v i l  Rsglstrrtlon 
I . 1 .  , : ,  5 ' J i  ' I  

A p lan  f o r  j o i n t  a c t i o n  wi. th ~ d t h e r~govetnrhnC~~bedliell v iewI W l  Ck B 
t o  o b t a i n i n g  t h e  funds essen t ia l  to  the ca r ry lng  O u t  04 tk@ pmgramrire. 

b t \  1 $ 1  

S t a t i s t i c a l  O f f i c e  
. ( !  , I I . 

Cooperating i n  o the r  a c t i v i t i e s  of l n t s res t  t O ' t # @ I c l * V l \  f%d!rS ' I 

I . 3  1, , . r i4
t r at ion s e r v i  ce . 
Transmi t t i ng  regu la r  and up-to-date repo r t s  to locrl~f$$WIA'@l@l' 

"and na t i ona l  . c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f f i ces  on the f14gurro POP blFtk9,  
deaths and marriages for each o f f i c e .  

* , ' *  t I I I j  

D. Seminar on Civil Registra-tion and Vital Statist ioe for As& 

Countries which d i d  no t  y e t  have f u l l y  e f f e c t i v e  c l v l l  regletfePlt3 
consider organiz ing,  or should 'cont inue t o  organize, sample survey@/@VJm 
t r a t i o n  schemes as i n t e r i m  measures, wh i l e  a t  the same t l m g  trkt 
long-range steps towards achiev ing un iversa l  c i v i  1 r e g l s t r a t l o n  
v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s .  -

The Seminar recoqnized the  fac t  t h a t  an ex tens ive  t a b u l e t l o n  prsg?dRtnte W@ 
be usefu l  o n l y  when the  degree o f  completeness had exceeded 90 percent l - It 
recommended tha t ,  t i l l  then, on l y  simple tab les  should be compiled end tket fU 
a t t e n t i o n  should be p a i d  t o  achiev ing complete r e g i s t r a t i o n .  

Recognizing t h a t  much emphasis was c u r r e n t l y  be ing p laced o 
of o v e r a l l  plans o f  economic and soc ia l  development i n  developing e 
such plans requ i red  an i n teg ra ted  approach and the  p a r t  o f  a l l  sect  
economy, and t h a t  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  played an important r o l e  i n  making suck p ! O R l l  
the  Seminar urged t h a t ,  as p a r t  of t h e i r  o v e r a l l  na t i ona l  development plane, ' I  

the  Governments of member count r ies  o f  ECAFE should formulate long-range nattonetl 
c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  programmes. 

Being aware t h a t  the d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " l i v e  b i r t h "  given I n  peregraph 4 1  O f  the 
Draft Proposals was n o t  cleaF t o  laymen, and recognlz lng t h a t  I n  the la~tr~rd-
vanced count r ies  o f  t he  ECAFE reg ion a large number o f  events would be repor ted 
by lay  informants, the  Seminar sdggested t h a t  i t  would be use fu l  t o  e v o l v e  a 
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " l i v e  b i r t h "  which could be app l ied  I n  the less developed countr ies 
of the region. I t  there fore  recommended t h a t  WHO be requested to suggest one 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  which could be used as a t e s t  of " l l v e  b l r t h "  i n  less advanced 
a ceas. , I ,  ' 

The Seminar f e l t  that' a working d e f i n i t i o n  o f  "maternal death" app l l cab lc  
i n  the developing coun t r i es  o f  the reg ion was needed, and recommended t h a t  WHO 
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be requested t o  a s s i s t  i n  a r r i v i n g  a t  a su i tab le  d e f i n i t i o n  fo r  c l a s s i f y i n g  such 
deaths on a systematic and uniform basis. 

Recommended t h a t  countr ies should provide the populat ion w i t h  a l l  possible 

incentives t o  r e g i s t e r  v i t a l  events. 


In  connection w i t h  the e d i t i n g  o f  data f o r  unacceptable combinations of 
items, the Seminar suggested tha t  documents g i v i n g  spec i f i ca t i ons  o f  the e d i t i n g  
programme used i n  p a r t i c u l a r  countr ies should be made.available t o  others for 
informat ion. 

Steps should be taken t o  secure the a c t i v e  and e f f e c t i v e  cooperation o f  the 
publ ic,  on the basis o f  mutual courtesy, e f f i c i e n c y  and considerat ion.  

E. Working Group on Cuxrent Demograph& Stat is t ics  

In  areas where the sys.tem remained t o  be i n i t i a t e d ,  emphasis should be 
placed on obta in ing informat ion on a minimum set o f  top ics i n  the f i r s t  instance. 
The minimum se t  o f  cha rac te r i s t i cs  might be: 

(i) 	B i r t h s  and 1.ate foe ta l  deaths: Dates o f  occurrence and reg i s t ra t i on ,  
age and place o f  usual residence o f  mother, sex, attendant a t  b i r t h .  

(ii) Deaths: Dates o f  occurrence and r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  p lace o f  occurrence, 
place of usual residence, age, sex and cause of death, attendant a t  
death. 

Even i n  areas where some system was already i n  existence, a t t e n t i o n  should 
be given t o  achieving a complete repor t ing of the events., To t h a t  end, emphasis 
should be placed on,obta in ing accurately the minimum set  o f  pa r t iEu la rs  described 
above. The tabu la t i on  programme should attempt a minimum c ross -c lass i f i ca t i on  
invo lv ing a basic se t  of p a r t i c u l a r s  as emphasized above. 

J .  Working Group on €R/VS i n  Africa 	 - -

Countries which have not ye t  establ ished c i , v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  systems should 
do so i n  the immediate future. 

In  formulat ing nat ional  pro jects  f o r  the improvement and/or expansion of  
c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  systems, some countr ies may wish t o  adopt i n t e r i m  measures 
such as experimental r e g i s t r a t i o n  and sample r e g i s t r a t i o n  schemes. They should 
be encouraged t o  do so bearing i n  mind tha t  the f i n a l  goal i s  nationwide coverage 
of r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  v i  t a l  events. 

Agreement should be reached on a minimum data se t  which should be included 
i n  items co l lected by each country, and an opt ional  data set  suggested as addi- 
t i o n a l  desirable items. As a p a r t  o f  t h i s  e f f o r t ,  countr ies should be encouraged 
t o  adopt the d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  events developed by the World Health Organization and 
the UN S t a t i s t i c a l  O f f i ce .  Where there are no standard d e f i n i t i o n s ,  these should 
be deve 1oped. J 

K .  lberoamerkm Conference on CR/VS 

When designing a new c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  system, the United Nations' guide- tl i n e s  should be u t i l i z e d  t o  promote in ternat ional  un i fo rm i t y  i n  c i v i l  r eg i s t ra - h , 

t I OR'?, 	 s 



,APPEND IX 

I n  i t s  d iscuss ion o f  the legs:! bas is  f o r  the c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  serv ice ,  t he  
Second Inter-American Seminar on C i v i l  Reg is t ra t i on  h e l d  i n  Lima, Peru i n  1964 
took note o f  the  compi la t ion  o f  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  laws prepared by the I n t e r -  
American Ch i ld ren 's  I n s t i t u t e .  As a r e s u l t  o f  i t s  study of the r e l a t e d  documents 
and the o u t l i n e  f o r  the  model law prepared by the  Inter-American C i v i l  Regis t ra-  
t i o n  Associat ion, t he  Seminar agreed t h a t  the f o l l o w i n g  bas is  might u s e f u l l y  be 
fo l lowed i n  d r a f t i n g  the  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

General Considerations 

Name o f  the i n s t i t u t i o n  or serv ice  t h a t  r e g i s t e r s  the events and ac ts  
r e l a t i n g  t o  the  c i v i l  s ta tus ,  and any amendments thereto.  Au tho r i t y  
under which the se rv i ce  comes. Organic s t ruc tu re .  

Functions t o  be performed. 

The r e g i s t r a r  and h i s  funct ions.  

Whether o r  no t  r e g i s t r a t i o n s  and o ther  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  t ransac t ions  
are f ree  o f  charge. 


Competence and t e r r i t o r i a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of r e g i s t r a r s .  


Rules governing the  establishment of c i v i l  r e g l s t r e t l o n  off!ces 

and r e g i s t r a t i o n  zones (sub-of f ices) .  

Rules to  promote an a c t i v e  r o l e  for the r e g i s t r a r  and to  govern 
h i s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  the  pub1 i c .  I 

Compulsory na ture  of r e g i s t r a t i o n .  

Regis t r at ion Books and Documents 

Rules on the  r e g i s t r a t i o n  document (book, document, or boqk comblned 
w i t h  a document). 

Number, method and form o f  the books o r  documents. 

Procedure t o  be fo l lowed i n  the  case o f  d e s t r u c t l o n  or loss o f  books 
o r  documents. 

Pub l ic  na ture  o f  the  reg i s te r :  r i g h t  t o  inspect  I t  and t o  ask, for  
cop ies . 

Reg is t ra t ions  i n  General 

Form i n  which r e g i s t r a t i o n s  are  entered: consecutlve, no ebbrevia- 
t ions ,  cor rec t ions ,  e t c .  

Standardized content o f  the  r e g i s t r a t i o n s .  

Essent ia l  items t h a t  must be included i n  a r e g i s t r a t f o n  before i t  can 
be l e g a l l y  v a l i d .  

App l i ca t i on  to  r e g i s t e r  a v i t a l  event or c i v i l  s ta tus  ac t :  v e r b a l l y  
o r  i n  w r i t i n g .  

Reg is t ra t i on  o f  v i t a l  events o r  c i v i l  s ta tus  ac ts  t h a t  take p lace 
abroad. 

Rules on delayed r e g i s t r a t i o n s .  
* t 

Rules on the  c o r r e l a t i o n  of the r e g i s t r a t i o n s  for a given i n d i v i d u a l .  
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Rules on the value of  reg i s t ra t i ons  as evidence. 

Duplicate Cer t i f i ca tes  o r  Copies o f  Registrat ions 

, Rules on the content o f  dupl icate c e r t i f i c a t e s  o r  copies, and on shor t  
f o rms o f  c e r t  if ica tes . 

Rules on the form of the c e r t i f i c a t e s :  whether handwritten, typed, 
photographed, o r  otherwise mechanically produced. 

B i r ths  

Persons who should repo r t  a b i r t h .  

Persons responsible f o r  r e g i s t e r i n g  a b i r t h .  

Evidence required for  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  of a b i r t h .  

Period allowed f o r  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  a b i r t h .  

items tha t  should be included i n  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  a b i r t h .  

Place where the b i r t h  should be registered. 

Legit imations and Recognition 

Time a t  which a c h i l d  may be l eg i t im ized  o r  recognized. 

What i s  required o f  a mother o r  f a the r  who leg i t im izes  o r  recognizes 
a ch i l d .  

Author i t ies  through whom a c h i l d  may  be l eg i t im ized  o r  recognized. 
" t r -m, .Formal i t ies required f o r  r e g i s t e r i n g  a legiti+niatt 'onor recogni t ion;  

documents i n  which a l e g i t i m a t i o n  o r  recogni t ion ' ihould b e  noted. 

Adoptions 

Persons e n t i t l e d  t o  request the reg i s t ra t i on '  of an adoption. 

Time a t  which the r e g i s t r a t i o n  may be made. 

O f f i c i a l  empowered t o  r e g i s t e r  an adoption. 

Requirements for  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  an adoption; documents tha t  must 
be produced. 

Further reg i s t ra t i ons  o r  annotations t o  which the r e g i s t r a t i o n  of an 
adoption gives r ise.  

Marriages 

Rules on the power to perform marriages, and place of reg i s t ra t i on .  

Conditions t o  be f u l f i l l e d  by the contract ing pa r t i es .  

Content o f  a marriage r e g i s t r a t i o n .  

Formal i t ies for  a deathbed marriage. 

Special f o rma l i t i es  f o r  marriages o f  widowed or divorced persons, or 
of  persons whose marriages have been annulled. 

Marriages by proxy. 

Divorce, and Other Acts tha t  Change the C i v i l  Status 

Requirements for  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  a divorce. 

, Requirements for  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  the annulment o f  a marriage. 
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Requirements for  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  a legal separation. 


Further reg i s t ra t i ons  or annotations t o  which these acts g i ve  r i s e .  


.:Deaths-

Persons who should report., a death. 
Author i ty responsible. for' r a g l s t e r l n g  a death. 

Evidence required fo r  theeceglstrat ion of a death. 
Period allowed for  the A g f s f r e t f o n  o f  a dseth, 
Place where the death shoul'd be reglstared, 

Items tha t  should be included In the reg is t r re lon  o f  a death. 
Requirements fo r  the disposal o f  a corpse. 

Rules governing the r e g i s t r a t i o n  of presumed darthe, 
Foetal Deaths 

Concept of a foe ta l  death. 

Evidence required for  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  a foetal dorth. 
Period allowed fo r  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  of  a foeta l  death, 
Place where a foe ta l  death should be registered, 

Items t o  be included on the r e g i s t r a t i o n  document If reg c e r a  on 1s 
considered necessary. 

Requirements for  disposal o f  a foetus. 

Family Names and Personal Names 

Number o f  names tha t  can be given t o  any person. 

Order o f  the fami l y  names. 

Personal and fami ly names o f  foundlings. 

Power t o  change fami ly  and personal names. 

Restr ic t ions,  i f  any, on the r i g h t  t o  use c e r t a i n  words aa name$. 
Correction, Cancel lat ion o r  Reconstruction of Reglstret lons 

Author i ty  t o  correct ,  cancel o r  reconstruct reg i s t ra t i ons .  

Persons e n t i t l e d  t o  request a correct ion,  cancel la t lon or recon-
st r u c tion. 

Corrections, cancel la t ions and reconstructions on the In1t l a t l v e  of  
the competent author i ty .  

Grounds f o r  correct ing,  cance l l i ng  or reconstruct lng r e g l s t r a t l o n s ;  
procedures. 

Co l l ec t i on  and Transmission of Oata for the 
Preparation o f  V i t a l  S t a t i s t l c s  

Procedure f o r  c o l l e c t i n g  s t a t i s t i c a l  data and t ransmi t t i ng  i t  t o  the 
serv ice responsible f o r  processing. 

Arch ives 

Rules on the organizat ion and operat ion o f  the l oca l ,  regional and 

nat ional  archives. Rules on preparing loca , regional and nat iona indexes. 
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE I lVRS TECHNICAL PAPERS 

1. A Programme for Measurement of Life and Death in Ghana, 
D.C. Mehta and J.B. Assie, June 1979 

2. Vital Statistics System of Japan, Kozo Ueda and Masesuke 
Omori, August 1979 

3. System of Identity Numbers in the Swedish Population 

Register, Karl-Johan Nilsson, September 1979 


4. 	 Vital Registration and Marriage in England and Wales, OffIce 
of Population Censuses and Surveys, London, October 1979 

5. 	 Civil Registration in the Republic .of Argentina, Jorge P. 

Seara and Marcel0 E. Martin, November 1979 


6. 	 Coordinating Role of National Committees on Vital and 

Health Statistics, World Health Organization, Geneva, 

January 1980 


7. 	Human Rights and Registration of Vital Events, Nora P. 

Powell, March 1980 


8. 	 The Organization of the Civil Registration System of the 

United States, Anders S. Lunde, May 1980 


9. 	 Organization of Civil Registration and Vital Statistics System 
in India, P. Padmanabha, July 1980 

10. 	 Registrstlon of Vital. Events in Iraq, Adnan S. AI-Rabie, 
September 1980 

11. 	 Generation of Vital Statistics in Mexico, General Bureau of 
Statistics, Mexico, November 1980 

12. 	 Age Estimation Committee in Qatar, Sayed A. Taj El Din, 
December 1980 

13. 	 The Development of the Vital Statistics System in Egypt, 
Gama1 Askar, January 1981 

14. 	 Vital Statistics Data Collection and Compilation System: 
Hong Kong, Donna Shum, March 1981 

15. 	 Major Obstacles to Achieving Satisfactory Registration of 
Vital Events and the Compilation of Reliable Vital Statistics, 
IIVRS, May 1981 

16. 	Methods and Problems of Civil Registration Practices and Vital 
Statistics Collection in Afrim, Toma J .  Makannah. July 1981 

17. 	 Status of Civil Registration and Vital Statistics in El Salvador, 
Enrique Olmado Sosa, July 1982 

18. 	 Recommendations from Regional Conferences and Semfn8ls 
on Civil Registretion and Vital Statisti', IIVRS, September 
1982 


