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ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGET 
UPDATES



FY 2018 NCHS Budget 

 Enacted 160,397,000 level with FY 2017 
• Includes funds for administrative and business 

services as part of the CDC Working Capital Fund 
(about $17 million)

 NCHS FY18 Budget in perspective
• 2.2% of CDC FY18 program enacted request ($7.3 

billion)
• 0.2% of HHS FY18 discretionary request ($69 billion)



FY 2019 NCHS Budget

 FY19 PB requests $155,000,000 for Health Statistics—a 
$5.4 million reduction from FY 2018 enacted. 

 Includes $142,968,000 in PHS Evaluation Funds, which 
NCHS has not received since FY 2014

 Evaluation Funds are not subject to the PHS Evaluation 
tap or the HHS Secretary’s tap



NCHS PROGRAM LEVEL BUDGET FOR FY 2019
 Overall decrease of $5,397,000

 PHS funds not subject to Evaluation & other taps

 Continued focus on priorities but no new initiatives or innovation

FY 2017
Enacted

FY 2018 
Enacted FY 2019 PB FY 2019+/–

FY 2018

Health Statistics $160,397 $160,397 $155,000 –$5,397

PHS Evaluation Transfer $0 $0 $135,820 +$135,820  

Budget Authority $160,397 $160,397       $19,180 -$141,217

NCHS Program Level Total $160,397 $155,000 –$5,397

Dollars in millions



Percentage of NCHS Data Collections Funded 
by Reimbursable Dollars in FY2017
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NCHS Current Staffing Levels

FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019

Full-time 
permanent 508 503 443 484
Other than 
full-time 
permanent 46 51 57 17



Appointments and Nominations

 Alex M. Azar II, J.D., confirmed as Secretary of HHS

 Eric D. Hargan, J.D., Deputy Secretary 

 Robert R. Redfield, M.D., Director for CDC 

 James L. Woodworth, M.Ed., Ph.D., Commissioner 
National Center for Education Statistics



Robert R. Redfield, MD 
Director, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

• Director of the 
Department of Retroviral 
Research within the U.S. 
Military’s HIV Research 
Program

• 20 years of service in the 
U.S. Army Medical Corps

• Co-founded the University 
of Maryland’s Institute of 
Human Virology 



NCHS Senior Staff Positions 
 LCDR Sayeedha Uddin, M.D., MPH, Office of the Director, NCHS

 Steven Blumberg, Ph.D., Director of the Division of Health 
Interview Statistics

 Jennifer Parker, Ph.D., Director of the Division of Research and 
Methodology 

 Dennis T. Lau, Ph.D., Director of the Division of Health Care 
Statistics

 Steven P. Schwartz, Ph.D., Director of the Division of Vital 
Statistics 



PROGRAM UPDATES



Vital Statistics: Key Initiatives 

• Accreditation of Vital Records/Statistics Programs
• Minimum standards to improve state performance 

• Quality of the data
• eLearning for Physicians and Nurses
• Interoperability of state systems

• Timeliness of the data
• Transmission of data to NCHS
• Special note:  Drug deaths (quick review)



Percent of Mortality Records Received by NCHS within 
10 Days of the Date of Death
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within 10 days of the Date of Birth



Dissemination of Statistics on Deaths Due to Opioid 
Overdose 

NVSS -
Mortality

Mortality 
Surveillance

Mortality 
Statistics

Monthly 
Provisional 

Drug Counts

Quarterly 
Provisional 
Death Rates

Annual Final 
Data

Aggregate data on all deaths 
(including opioid overdose) 

available in CDC WONDER and 
published in selected NCHS 

reports

Aggregate data on drug overdose 
deaths (including opioids and 
other drugs) with 6 month lag 

Individual record data on all 
deaths (including opioid 

overdose) available in public-use 
and restricted-use microdata 

files

Aggregate data on selected 
causes of death (including total 
drug overdoses) with 9 month 

lag



Source: Ahmad FB, Rossen LM, Spencer MR, Warner M, Sutton P. Provisional drug overdose death counts. National Center for Health Statistics. 2018.

Provisional Number of Drug Overdose Deaths by 
Drug or Drug Class: Reported and Predicted



Provisional Counts of Drug Overdose 
Deaths  

Reported and predicted provisional counts of deaths 
due to drug overdose occurring nationally and in each 
jurisdiction 

U.S. map of the percentage changes in provisional drug 
overdose deaths

Reported and predicted provisional counts of drug 
overdose deaths involving specific drugs or drug classes 
occurring nationally and in selected jurisdictions. 



Source: Ahmad FB, Rossen LM, Spencer MR, Warner M, Sutton P. Provisional drug overdose death counts. National Center for Health Statistics. 2018.



PCORI Evaluation

Improve Timeliness of Data
• Increase coded drug deaths from 33% to 90%
• Work with Medical Examiners and Coroners to get 

pending counts of death completed faster
• Improve dissemination activities through the rapid 

release program  
• Generate data faster through automation of programs
• Improve timeliness of drug records 



2019 NHIS Redesign

One adult and one child randomly 
selected from each household
– Demographics for all HH members
– Family info collected from sample 

adult and parent of sample child

Annual core
– Key measures
– Sociodemographics

Rotating core
– Newer topic areas
– Expanded detail

Sponsored supplements



Final Response Rates: NHIS, 1997-2016
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National Health and Nutrition Examination 
Survey

• NHANES 2019-20 content finalized and going through review 
process - new exams focus on older adults

• NHANES questionnaire reduced by 20%

• NHANES Longitudinal Feasibility Study completed in-person 
data collection

• NHANES response rates continue to decline

• New design options being considered (more tomorrow)



NHANES
• Identified need to review growth charts for updates: 

organized a two-day workshop: Using the CDC growth charts 
for assessing extreme values of BMI as a continuous variable

• NCHS-authored publications using NHANES highlighted in the 
media
• Herpes simplex virus infections
• Depression
• Obesity
• Dental caries
• Prescription medication use among children and youth













Division of Health Care Statistics 
• Building Healthcare Electronic Health Record (HEHR) system 

for NAMCS and NHCS
• Includes registration web portal 

• 2016 National Hospital Care Survey data received from 150 
hospitals (40 transmitted EHR data)
• Over 2.5 million inpatient encounters, 7 million ED visits, 35 million 

outpatient visits

• 2015-2016 National Survey of Long-Term Care Providers data 
on adult day and residential care were released through RDC 
• 2017-2018 wave to field in 7/2018; redesign adds user-level data



Health, US:  Functions, Features, Uses

 Functions
– Fulfill statutory mandate
– NCHS Flagship publication

 Features
– Authoritative data in areas of 

interest to policymakers
– National trends in health
– Timely
– Accurate
– Easy to access
– Useful to a wide audience

 Uses
– Find a statistic!
– Monitor trends in the nation’s 

health
– Set research and program 

priorities
– Develop policies and programs
– Evaluate progress in meeting 

national health objectives

30



Health, US 2017

 Available in print and online:
– Preface
– Chartbook 
– List of Trend Tables
– References
– Index

 Available online only:
– Trend Tables
– Appendixes
– PowerPoint and Excel versions 

of charts and data tables

31

Health, United States, 2017will be accessible in its entirety at: 
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/hus/index.htm. 

Reducing the size of the printed report, while maintaining 
the full content on line 



NCHS Publications 
 TOTAL Publications: 110 (JUN 2017 – JUN 2018)

• Reports: 74
• Public Use Files: 10
• Web Tables: 11
• Data Visualizations: 22
• Drug Overdose Deaths,

Quarterly & Monthly: 13

 High Priority Publications:
• Health Insurance: 20
• Cholesterol/obesity: 4
• Mortality: 10
• Suicide: 3
• Births: Provisional Data for 2017



Methods and Evaluation Reports
• Guidelines for the Analysis of Trends  (April 2018)

• Timeliness of Death Certificate Data for Suicides (April 2018)

• Issues in Developing a Surveillance Case Definition for 
Nonfatal Suicide Attempt and Intentional Self-Harm Using 
ICD-10 (February 2018)

• Reference Guide for Certification of Deaths in the Event of a 
Natural, Human Induced, or Chemical/Radiological Disaster 
(October 2017) 

• Data Presentation Standards for Proportions (July 2017)



The Value of Federal Statistics:
NCHS





FY18 Statistical Programs of 
the US Government

New this year: each 
principal statistical agency 
provided a visualization

One visualization was 
selected to highlight the 
value of Federal statistics:

NCHS monthly provisional 
counts of drug overdose 
deaths



For the Latest Resources 
Please visit our website https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/index.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/index.htm


Thank you
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