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Overview of Presentation Toppics
•  Goals and Research Strategies

•  Methodology

• Major Findings

• RecommendationsR d ti

•• WhatWhat HasHas Happened?Happened?

• Current and Future Research Ideas
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What is the AQE?

The 2010 Census Race and Hispanic Origin p g
Alternative Questionnaire Experiment (AQE) 
focused on improvingp g the race and Hispanic p
origin questions by testing a number of 
different questionnaire design strategies.q g g
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What is the AQE?
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Goals and Research Strategies
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Goals and Research Strateggies 
• Increase reporting in the standard U.S. 

OfOfficefice ofof ManagementManagement andand BudgetBudget (OMB)(OMB) 
race and ethnic categories

RACE CATEGORIES
White; Black; American Indian and Alaska Native; 
Asian; Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander

ETHNICETHNIC CACATEGORIESTEGORIES
Hispanic or Latino;

NotNot HispanicHispanic oror LatinoLatino
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Goals and Research Strateggies 
• Lower item nonresponse to the race and 

HispanicHispanic originorigin questionsquestions
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Goals and Research Strateggies 
• Improve the accuracy and reliability of 

racerace andand ethnicethnic datadata
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Goals and Research Strateggies 
• Elicit the reporting of detailed race and 

ethnicethnic groupsgroups

WHITE: German; Irish; Lebanese

BLACK: African American; Haitian; Nigerian 

AIAN:AIAN: NavajoNavajo; ; AlAleeut;ut; MayanMayan
ASIAN: Chinese; Korean; Vietnamese

NHPI: Fijian; Native Hawaiian; Samoan

HISPANIC: Mexican; Puerto Rican; Cuban
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Methodology
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2010 AQE Methodology

•  Three-part design:p g

- mail survey

- reinterview study   

- focus groups
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AQE Mail Survey
•  15 experimental questionnaire panels

•  2 control questionnaire panels

•  MailedMailed toto nationalnational samplesample ofof housinghousing unitsunits
- about 30,000 per panel
- abboutt 500500,000000 ttottall

•  DesignDesign focusesfocuses onon oversamplingoversampling ofof variousvarious 
race and ethnic groups in mail survey



13

AQE Reinterview Study
• One-in-five housing units from the 2010 

AQEAQE mailmail surveysurvey werewere selectedselected forfor a a 
reinterview study

• Assess the relative accuracy of the 2010 
AQE race and Hispanic origin 
questionnaires

• ProbP be more exttensiively l inti o t ththe raciali l and d
ethnic background of respondents
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AQE Focus Groups
• Supplement 2010 AQE quantitative research

• UUnderstandnderstand sselfelf-identificationidentification ofof racerace andand 
Hispanic origin and fit of responses within   
OMB categories

• Identify issues respondents have with 
experimental qp questionnaires;; reasons behind 
issues

• HelpHelp refinerefine questionnairesquestionnaires forfor futurefuture testingtesting

• Understand how and why people identify their 
racerace andand ethnicityethnicity inin difdifferentferent waysways andand contextscontexts
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AQE Focus Groups
Group Community

White Middle Eastern/North African; Iranian;
European/North American

Black or African 
American

African American; African; Afro-Caribbean

American Indian andAmerican Indian and 
Alaska Native

American Indian (on and off reservation);American Indian (on and off reservation);
Alaska Native; Indigenous Central and South American

Asian Detailed Asian groups

N tiNative HHawaiiiian d and
Other Pacific Islander

N ti H ii D t il d P ifi I l dNative Hawaiian; Detailed Pacific Islander groups

Hispanic English speaking; Spanish speaking;
Detailed Hispanic groupsDetailed Hispanic groups

Multiracial Parents of multiracial children; multiracial adults

Ancestry differs from 
place of birth

Examples: Asian Indians from Trinidad;
Chinese from Jamaica
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ExperimenE i talt l
QuestionnaireQuestionnaire PPanelsanels
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SeparateSeparate 
Questions
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CombinedCombined 
Apppproach
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Design Strategies
Combined approachSeparate questions
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Major Findings
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Item Nonresponse
• Separate question format

RACE 3.5 percent to 5.7 percent

HISPANIC 4.1 percent to 5.4 percent

• Combined question format

COMBINED 0.6 percent to 1.2 percent
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Race and Hispanic Findings
Largely due to Hispanics choosing their 
identity (i.e., only “Hispanic”) in the combined 
question format

• “Some Other Race” substantially reduced

• “White” dropped to levels reflecting the 
“Non-Hispanic White” population
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Race and Hispanic Findings
• Two or More Responses population 

was larger on combined question 

• Distributions similar across panels for 
other groups (AIAN, Asian, NHPI)

• Removal of the term “Negro” did not 
reduce proportion of respondents 
reporting as “Black”
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Race and Hispanic Findings
• Hispanic proportions were similar across 

ppanels

•• CombinedCombined questionquestion approachapproach diddid notnot 
reduce Hispanic proportions

• Multiple Hispanic reporting consistent, 
regardless of instruction to “Mark one or 
more” responses
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Detailed Group Findings
• No differences in detailed reporting 
betweenbetween separateseparate questionquestion formsforms

• IIncreasedd ddettaililedd reportiting ffor WhitWhite 
groups and Black groups when provided 
withith ddedidicattedd writite-in i lilines
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Detailed Group Findings

• Decrease in specific Hispanic origin 
reporting for the combined question, 
especially for those where detailed 
checkboxes are not present

• Decrease in specific Asian reporting where 
detaileddetailed checkboxescheckboxes areare notnot presentpresent inin thethe 
combined question
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Reinterview Findings
• High consistency for all panels, especially 

thethe ccombinedombined questionsquestions

•• MeasureMeasure estimatedestimated reliabilityreliability andand accuracyaccuracy
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Reinterview Findings
• Gross difference rate (GDR) 

– proproxy fforor reliabilitreliability

• Combined question panels had lower GDRs 
for White responses and Black responses
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Reinterview Findings
• Net difference rates (NDR) – measures 

difdifferenceference betweenbetween numbernumber reportedreported andand 
actual number in group (measure of accuracy)

• Combined question panels had lower NDRs 
for White responses

• Combined questions appear to yield a closer 
representationrepresentation ofof selfself-identificationidentification
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Focus Group Findings
• Prefer fair and equitable treatment of all 

groupsg p

• Many Hispy panics saw the race qquestion 
instructions as preventing self-identification

• Separate category for “Middle Eastern, 
North African, Arab”
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Focus Group Findings
• Use of the term “Negro” offensive and 

outdated

• Lack of aggreement on definitions of 
“race” and “origin”

• Combined question approach presents 
equityq y
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Recommendations
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Recommendations
• Further test combined 
racerace andand HispanicHispanic originorigin 
question refinements, 
paying special atteni i til on tt ti
to research in improving 
detailed Asian and 
detaileddetailed HispanicHispanic reportingreporting
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Recommendations
• Continue researching the optimal use of 

examples for each race and orip gin g
response category
 HISPHISPANIANICC OROR LALATITINONO (for(for exampleexample, MexicanMexican, PuertoPuerto RicanRican,    

Cuban, Dominican, Guatemalan, Salvadoran, and so on)

 ASIANASIAN (for(for exampleexample, AsianAsian IndianIndian, ChineseChinese, FilipinoFilipino, 
Japanese, Korean, Vietnamese, and so on)
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Recommendations
• If Hispanic origin question is kept separate, 

allow multiple respp ponses by expy licitly p y
including “Mark one or more” instruction
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Recommendations
• Remove term “Negro” from the “Black, 

AfricanAfrican Am.,Am., oror NegroNegro” responseresponse categorycategory
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What Has Happened
SiSince ththe AQEAQE RRellease??

• National Press Conference on 2010 AQE results

• Conducted media interviews

• Developed blog on research and results

• DiscussedDiscussed researchresearch withwith OMBOMB, keykey federalfederal 
statistical agencies, and external stakeholders

•• DiscussedDiscussed researchresearch withwith academics/scholarsacademics/scholars 
with professional sociological/demographic 
associations
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Overview of New Census Bureau 
PriP ioritity RResearch h PProjjectts

1)1) AAnal ilyzing race reportiting among HiHispaniics 
in a combined question approach

2) Improving the reporting of detailed race and 
Hispanic groupp g ps in a combined qquestion  
approach

3)3) EnhancementsEnhancements toto the two the two separateseparate questionsquestions 
approach
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Overview of New Census Bureau 
PriP ioritity RResearch h PProjjectts

RESEARCHRESEARCH PROJECTPROJECT 11

• AnaA llysiis of race reportif t ng among i Hispanics Hi i
in a combined question approach



40

Analysis of Race Reporting 
Among HispaniA Hi csi

•• AboutAbout 8080 percentpercent ofof HispanicHispanic respondentsrespondents inin 
combined question panels did not identify with 
anyy other groupsg p

• Hispanics reporting as White was significantly 
lowerlower inin thethe combinedcombined questionsquestions

• Reinterview results indicate that the combined 
format presents a more accurate distribution of 
the White Hispanic population
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Analysis of Race Reporting 
Among HispaniA Hi csi

• Hispanics reporting as Some Other Race was 
significantly lower in the combined questions

• Hispanics reporting as American Indian or 
AlaskaAlaska NativeNative, AsianAsian, oror PacificPacific IslanderIslander waswas lowlow 
but varied somewhat between panels
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Analysis of Race Reporting 
Among HispaniA Hi csi

• No statistical difffference in Hispanics reporting 
as Black between any of the combined or 
separateseparate questionsquestions
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No Differences by Panel for Black 
Responses from Hispanics

5 0

4.0

4.5

5.0

3.0

3.5

1.5

2.0

2.5

0.5

1.0

1.5

XA XB X2 X3 X4 X5 X6 X7 X8 X9 X10 X11 X12 X14 X15 X16 X17XA XB X2 X3 X4 X5 X6 X7 X8 X9 X10 X11 X12 X14 X15 X16 X17



44

Overview of New Census Bureau 
PriP ioritity RResearch h PProjjectts

RESEARCHRESEARCH PROJECTPROJECT 22

• IImproviing ththe reportiting of f d tdetaililedd race andd 
Hispanic groups in a combined question  
approachh
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Overview of New Census Bureau 
PriP ioritity RResearch h PProjjectts

RESEARCH PROJECT 3

• Enhancements to the two separate questions 
approach
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Next Stepps
• Project plans will be shared as the new priority 

researchresearch projectsprojects areare developeddeveloped

• Discussions will be held on the approaches to 
ththe new priioritity researchh projjectts, especiialllly 
experimental question design

• Results from recent research/analysis will be 
shared as they become available for discussion



47

ForFor MoreMore InformationInformation

www.20102010.census.gov//news//press-kitkits//aqe//aqe.hthtmll


